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FROM YOUR PASTOR

“Jesus said, ‘Pay to Caesar the things that belong to Caesar.
And, pay to God the things that belong to God.’” (Matt. 22:21)
*******
Well, it’s everyone’s favorite time of the year! THAT’S RIGHT, IT’S
TIME TO PAY OUR TAXES! Happy days are here again…NOT!
You know, Jesus had some things to say about money and taxes.
Throughout the Gospels, we see accounts of Israel’s jealous political and religious
leaders sending out their best tricksters (or so they thought) to try and fool Jesus
into saying something for which He could be arrested and thrown into jail.
Jesus had become very popular in Judea. And, with that popularity, came a
large following…mostly by those who were less fortunate. Jesus healed the sick.
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The priests and politicians of Jesus’ day could not heal anyone of anything!
Thousands would listen to Jesus when He spoke…and hang on His every Word.
The politicians and priests bored people with their empty promises and legalism.
And so, Jesus had to go. But, first, He would have to commit some crime
against the Roman government or blasphemy against the strict and legalistic
Jewish Law. This is why the powers-that-be sent out their brightest and most
devious connivers to try to trip up Jesus and give the authorities something that
they could use to arrest Jesus.
In Mathew 22: 15-22, the pranksters who came to trick Jesus this time asked
Him, “Is it right to pay taxes to Caesar or not?” Jesus’ answer is brilliant, “Pay
to Caesar the things that belong to Caesar. And, pay to God the things that
belong to God.” As a matter of fact, Jesus’ answer to their question was so
astounding that the questioners just turned around, shook their heads, and walked
away.
************************
The brilliance of Jesus answer lies in the fact that He:
1)
2)
3)
4)

He didn’t say anything illegal;
He didn’t say anything irreligious;
He didn’t commit blasphemy; and,
His answer both recognized and affirmed that political leaders have the right to tax
their people (even if it is unfair and coercive…which was the case under Caesar at
the time). But His answer also affirmed that God is to be glorified by receiving a
portion of His creation back in the form of tithes and offerings.
So, once again Jesus tricked the tricksters and avoided punishment by either
the political or the religious leaders of His day.
Now, since it’s tax season, I think that it may be fair to ask all of us
(including myself) the following questions:
A) How much do we give to Caesar each year?
B) How much to we give God each year?
C) How large are our taxes compared to our tithes and offerings?
D) Are we REALLY “paying God what belongs to God?”
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Those are tough questions to answer because taxes are, after all, mandatory.
On the other hand, what we pay to God in tithes and offerings is completely
voluntary.
I guess another way of saying this would be to ask the following two
questions:
1) What do we owe to the government?
2) What do we owe to God?
Well, I’m going to leave it up to TurboTax and Accountants to figure out
how much you owe to the government. But, when it comes to God…well, do we
REALLY owe God anything?
I guess we could say that God created us and gave us life. I guess we could
say that God has given us every talent and skill that is necessary for us to work and
earn our salaries. I guess we could say that God gave us His Son, Jesus Christ, to
forgive us from our sins and grant us eternal life. But, is all that worth anything?
As I have always told you, I do believe in tithing and giving 10% of my
gross earnings every year to God. I do so by supporting God’s Church…here at
the First Presbyterian Church of Annandale. I have been doing that for years and
preaching that God has every right to ask us to do that. After all, we’re still left
with 90% when God gets His share!
We get 90% and God gets 10%. For all that God has given to us and done
for us…I personally think that that’s an incredible deal! And, most of the time,
God never changes those numbers.
However, there are those rare times when God appears to be asking all
of us for more than 10%. It doesn’t happen too often. But it does happen.
******************
As you all know, the First Presbyterian Church of Annandale currently
finds itself in need of a new Heating and Cooling System. With the incredible
skills of so many volunteers in the past and present who have used every trick in
the book to keep our current water circulating heating and cooling system going for
over 60 years! But alas…the rusted pipes, leaks, non-working air-handlers, and
breakdowns have gotten to the point where the system cannot be fixed anymore.
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There are simply too many things wrong with it. In its present state, it simply
cannot be maintained.
Thankfully, we have not reached the point where our system is in any way,
shape, or form dangerous. We have leaks. We have large and small air-handlers
that no longer work. We have rusty pipes throughout the church. And, there is
always the possibility of that the leaks will turn into larger leaks that could cause
more and more water damage inside the building (i.e. flooring, ceiling tiles, carpet
damage, and organ and other woodwork damage, etc.).
In Malachi 3: 10, we read the following:
“Bring all the tithes into My storehouse so that there will be enough food
in my House. ‘If you do,’ says the LORD, ‘I will open the windows of heaven for
you. I will pour out so many blessings upon you that you won’t have enough
room to take it in! Try it! Put me to the test!”
God has more than kept up His part of the bargain here at FPCA. The
number of blessings that God has poured out upon our church in just the past few
years has been incredible. Our church has a vibrant and thriving Christian
Childcare Center with 45 children currently attending, and a waiting list! We have
five different Covenant Church Congregations worshipping regularly here
throughout each week and on the weekends. We have upgraded the components in
our one-of-a-kind Tracker Organ in our beautiful sanctuary so that it will continue
to bring beautiful music into the world. Yes, God has certainly provided for us
here at FPCA.
So, how shall we respond to God’s many blessings and continue to
glorify Him?
*******************
As I have previously stated, the time has come to replace our heating
and air-conditioning system here at First Presbyterian Church of Annandale.
Accordingly, your Session has been talking and praying about this issue for quite
some time now. We have taken the step of appointing a Special HVAC
Committee, with the following members being elected by your Church Session to
serve:
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Elder John Fennig, Session Representative;
Ms. Paula Santen, At-Large FPCA Member Representative;
Dr. Chris Looker, Staff Representative;
Elder Roger Stevenson, At-Large FPCA Member/Elder Representative;
Ms. Susan Hanson, At-Large FPCA Member/Elder (Project Manager)
Mr. Aaron Norris, Very Special Friend of the Church, and,
Elder Carol Gage, Acting Secretary for the HVAC COM.

Your Church Session has elected this Special Committee, consisting of our
blessed brothers and sisters in Christ, to examine any and all ways to provide a
new Heating and Air Conditioning System for God’s Church. They will be
examining options that may include replacing all of the water pipes within the
church and continuing to use our 11-year-old boilers (for heat) and 6-year-old 40Ton Chiller Unit (for AC). They will be looking at Heat Pumps and any other
means by which a building of this size can be heated and air-conditioned.
Once they are finished with their work, they will present their findings to the
Congregation so that you will be fully informed of their conclusions. At any time,
feel free to contact any of the Special HVAC Committee members. After all, we
are all in one loving Christian family.
After the congregational presentation, we will enter a time of prayer and
voluntary fasting. During this time, I will be asking all of you to pray to God,
asking God to inspire us to do what we can and give what we are able to afford for
a new heating and air-conditioning system here at FPCA.
This new heating and air-conditioning system will provide more
environmentally friendly, energy efficient, safe, and comfortable heating and
cooling for our Christian Childcare Center babies, toddlers, and preschoolers.
This new heating and air-conditioning system will provide for a more
comfortable and welcoming sanctuary and be able to maintain the proper
temperatures necessary for our hand-made Tracker Organ to function properly and
last long into the future.
This new heating and air-conditioning system will reduce the growing and
continuing anxiety that we all feel about our current HVAC system. Wondering if
a water pipe is going to burst or the system will shut down has been truly been
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exhausting for so many of us who have tried to “fix” (and failed) the current
system.
But, most importantly, if we truly believe that this Church is God’s
House, then by replacing the current and poorly working heating and airconditioning system now…before it does any more damage to the church OR
stops working altogether…won’t we be making God happy? Isn’t that what so
many of us learned from the Westminster Confession of Faith when we were
growing up…mainly, that primary goal…the chief end…the highest purpose of
and for humanity “is to glorify God and enjoy God forever”?
Certainly, if we are doing this for God, then won’t that mean that we…and
future generations…will be able to glorify and enjoy God here at FPCA for another
50 to 60 years?
On the other hand, if we do not do this now…then what will be the
likelihood that God will be glorified and enjoyed here at FPCA even a few years
from now?
*****************
Finally, I want to let you know that FPCA will be providing a means, a
Special Fund, into which we all may contribute. This project will be expensive
and most likely will have to be done in stages over two or three years. The
professionals who have already started to look at this project and who have
informed us that the system must be replaced have “unofficially” mentioned
guesstimates in the $300,000.00 range for this project.
But, let’s not get ahead of ourselves. We have a wonderful Special HVAC
Committee whose members will be studying and investigating all aspects of this
important and needed project. They are your brothers and sisters in Christ. And,
they will do a fine and blessed job for the glory of God and for you.
I simply ask that you pray for the members of this Special HVAC
Committee, for your active Session members, for all the members of our blessed
church, for your Church’s Staff members, and for me as your pastor.
This is not going to be easy. But, I sincerely believe that it is worth
doing…ESPECIALLY SINCE IT IS SO CLEARLY SOMETHING THAT
WE ARE DOING FOR GOD.
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I believe that we, as a Church, can do this. And, I believe that
somehow…some way…in the end…we will do this so that we may “glorify God”
and continue to “enjoy God forever” here at FPCA.

Your Friend and Pastor,

Dr. Chris Looker

PREACHING SCHEDULE FOR APRIL 2021
First Presbyterian Church of Annandale
April 4, 2021 (Easter Sunday)
Scripture Lesson: John 20:1-18 (The Message Translation)
Sermon: “HOW DO YOU PREPARE FOR A RESURRECTION?”
Dr. Chris Looker, Preaching
***************
Sunday, April 11, 2021
Scripture Lesson: John 20:19-31 (Evangelical Heritage Version)
Sermon: “GULLIBLE? SKEPTICAL? OR BOTH?”
Dr. Chris Looker, Preaching
***************
Sunday, April 18, 2021
The Rev. Linda George, Preaching
***************
Sunday, April 25, 2021
Scripture Lesson: 1 John 3:16-24
Sermon: “WHAT DO YOU THINK IS THE TOUGHEST THING THAT GOD
EVER HAD TO DO?”
Dr. Chris Looker, Preaching
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LET THE LITTLE CHILDREN COME TO ME
On a lovely sunny, warm day in late March, our Head of Staff, Dr. Chris
Looker, joined the toddlers on the playground and captured these candid shots of
the action. Hope you enjoy seeing how much the little ones enjoy their outdoor
playtime!
We love providing this safe, nurturing environment for God’s precious
children. We are so glad for this opportunity and thank all the parents for their trust
in us.
Jenn (“Miss Jennie”) Stoy
Christian Childcare Director
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APRIL BIRTHDAYS
Eloise April 18
Joey April 27
Ms. Leniece April 30

April 2021
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APRIL BIRTHDAYS

LOOKING AHEAD TO MAY

WISHING EVERYONE A VERY HAPPY BIRTHDAY !

DUE DATE: April 21, 2021, for May 2021 issue of FIRST and ForMOST.
Submissions: Email to clgage@runbox.com AND office@fpcannandale.org
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
BOOK CLUB
Tuesday, April 6, 2021; 1:00 PM; Memorial Chapel
We will discuss “My Name is Asher Lev” by Chaim Potok
We welcome new members
THE WIRED WORD
Sunday School lessons based on contemporary issues
Sundays, 11:45 AM via ZOOM
Moderator, Sandy Mori
STATED SESSION MEETING
Sunday, April 18, 2021; 11:30 AM
Via ZOOM
ORDINATION AND NEW POSITION
Stella Lee was ordained on March 21, 2021
She will assume a full-time hospital chaplaincy in mid-April
We wish her Godspeed and blessings!
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSITANT POSITION OPENING
Immediate Opening for Part-time Administrative Assistant
Details on FPCA web site: www.FPCAnnandale.org
ANOTHER SUCCESSFUL FOOD DRIVE
Small Group Drive-by Food Drive was held
Saturday, March 27, 2021; 2:00-4:00 PM
Many people donated food and supplies for ACCA
SHEPHERD’S CENTER ANNANDALE-SPRINGFIELD
The Shepherd’s Center continues to provide rides
For information, call SCAS office: 703 941 1419

