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FROM YOUR PASTOR 

 

 
 

“The earth is the LORD’s, and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it.” 
(Psalm 24:1) 

 

************ 

 

 In his fabulous book, “Mere Christianity”, C.S. Lewis wrote this:  

  

 “Every ability that you have, your power of thinking or of moving your 

limbs from moment to moment, is given to you by God. If you devoted every 

moment of your whole life exclusively to God’s service, you could not give God 

anything that was not in a sense His own already.”  

  

 By faith, we all shake our heads in agreement when we read a statement like 

this one.  Inside our heads, we throw up our hands and shout out “Praise the 

LORD!”  I say ‘inside our heads’ because…well… after all, WE ARE 

PRESBYTERIANS!  We’re not called ‘God’s Frozen Chosen’ for nothing!   

http://www.amazon.com/Mere-Christianity-C-S-Lewis/dp/0060652926
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 Inside our heads…in our imaginations…we can dance, sing, shout out for 

joy, and do back-handsprings up the center aisle!  But, to actually do any of those 

things in public…at a worship service…well, that’s just not normal for us. 

  

 Another thing that is not normal is for us to actually tithe 10% of our 

earnings to God’s church.  Actually, when I was ordained as a Pastor over 30 years 

ago, the average Presbyterian gave about 3% of their total income to their church 

in any given year.  According to the P.C.U.S.A. Mission and Stewardship Agency, 

the average Presbyterian “tithes” about 1.5% of their total income to their church 

today. 

  

 I was always taught as a child that the value of something was equal to how 

much one was willing to pay for it.  I was also taught from early in life that if 

someone gives something to you (like a present), it is absolutely essential that you 

thank that person both in person (if possible) and in writing.  I can still hear my 

mother saying to me, “Have you written that thank you note to your Uncle Butsie 

yet?”  
  

 So, if thanking people for their kindness is so important, then why isn’t 

thanking God even more important?  If we truly believe that “The earth is the 

LORD’s, and everything in it…”, then why are fewer and fewer people attending 

houses of worship in our country?  Why has church membership declined so 

rapidly and so much?  Why are people generally giving less and less to their 

churches, temples, and synagogues these days. 

  

 Is it because God is giving us less and less?  I don’t think so.  As a matter 

of fact, I have more happiness, possessions, and money than I ever dreamed that I 

would ever have.  If anything, God blesses me more and more with every passing 

day…even though I don’t deserve it. 

  

 Is it because Jesus has stopped forgiving us for our sins?  No, I don’t 

think that Jesus has retired…at least not yet!  I confess my sins to Jesus every 

morning, afternoon, and evening.  And, I can always feel Him taking my sins 

away…like heavy weights being lifted off of my shoulders. 

  

 Is it because the Holy Spirit has floated away…never to return?  No.  I 

feel the power of the Holy Spirit almost every second of every day!  The Holy 

Spirit of God comforts me and consoles me…and inspires me to do my best and 

work my hardest at loving others with Christ’s love. 
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   So, if God is NOT giving us less, but is so obviously giving us more and 

more, then why are we human beings giving less and less to God? 

  

 If EVERYTHING belongs to God, then why do we care so much about 

what belongs to us? 

  

 I believe that the answers to these fundamental questions can be found when 

we allow ourselves to better understand what BIBLICAL STEWARDSHIP is all 

about.  Basically, there are FOUR BASIC PRINCIPLES OF STEWARDSHIP.   

 

 So, what are these Principles? 

 

********************* 

 

1. The first principle of Stewardship is called the Principle of Ownership. 
 

In the beginning of Genesis, God creates everything and creates the first 

human beings to take care of all other living things. This reveals that God created 

human beings to be the stewards…the caretakers…the maintenance workers…for 

the earth and all other living things in it.  And, God also created us as human 

beings to cherish and love God’s creations.      

 

So, while God owns everything and always will, God has created us (and 

only us) to take care of everything that belongs to Him.  As a matter of fact, we’re 

the only living creatures that can do this job.  We were created by God to be the 

stewards (not the owners) of the world and the world was created by God to be 

taken care of (not owned) by us it.  

   

I would maintain that the level of energy, thought, innovation, hard work, 

and devotion that we give to caring for God’s earth and all of God’s living 

creatures MUST be equal to the level of love, devotion, thankfulness, and faith 

that we as human beings have for God.  Therefore, as the amount of love, devotion, 

respect, obedience, and thankfulness that we as human beings have for God 

increases, so too will the condition of humanity and the world also increase.  

Conversely, as our love, devotion, respect, obedience, and thankfulness to God 

lessens, to too will the condition of humanity and the world and all living things 

within it. 
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How often do we foolishly forget the words found in Deuteronomy 8:17-18, 

“Always remember that it is the LORD your God who gives you the ability to 

prosper.”  That’s because EVERYTHING belongs to God and not to us….no 

matter what we believe, think, or say.  The old saying is true: “None of us can take 

anything with us when we die.”   
   

Why do we love the things that we possess more than we love God?  
Perhaps the answer is as simple as this:  It is because we tend to forget to 

remember who REALLY owns everything that exists in all of creation.  And when 

we do that, we forget to recognize and thank God for creating that which we are 

commanded to protect.   

 

And, come to think about it, when was the last time you wrote God a thank 

you note? 

 

2. The second principle of Stewardship is the PRINCIPLE OF 

RESPONSIBILITY. 
 

In an essay entitled, called The High Calling, Dr. Bill Peel writes: 

 

“Although God gives us ‘all things richly to enjoy,’ nothing is (really) 

ours. Nothing really belongs to us. God owns everything; we’re responsible for 

how we treat it and what we do with it. While we complain about our rights here 

on earth, the Bible constantly asks, ‘what about your responsibilities?’  Owners 

have rights; stewards have responsibilities.” 

 

We are called by God to be the stewards and managers of all that belongs to 

God. While God has graciously entrusted us with the care, development, and 

enjoyment of everything God owns, we are responsible to manage God’s holdings 

well and according to God’s desires and purposes. 

 

While God controls all the rights associated with His ownership of creation, 

we cannot be anything more than stewards who are given responsibilities (like 

bags of gold) to take care of God’s creation. 

 

3. The third principle is the PRINCIPLE OF MANAGEMENT. 
 

A steward is one who manages the possessions of another. We are all 

stewards of the resources, abilities, and opportunities that God has entrusted to our 
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care.  And, one day each one of us will be called to give an account for how we 

have managed what the Master has given to us. 

 

This is the maxim taught by the Parable of the Talents (Matthew 25: 14-30).  

The Master gave five bags of gold to one man, two bags of gold to another man, 

and one bag of gold to the third man.  The first two men invested the gold while 

the Master was away and doubled the amount of gold from five and two bags to 

ten and four bags respectively.  However, the third man buried his one bag of gold 

and when the Master returned, he returned the same one bag of gold to him. 

 

Upon receiving only one bag of gold from the third man, the Master was 

furious because the third man didn’t even try to earn any interest with the gold or 

put it to good use.  He just buried it and it earned nothing in return.  For his lack of 

faith and unwillingness to try to increase the Master’s investment, the third man’s 

gold was given to the man who had invested his five bags of gold and earned five 

more from the investment.   

 

At the end of this Scripture lesson, we read the famous and strong words of 

Jesus: “For to all those who have, more will be given, and they will have an 

abundance; but from those who have nothing, even what they have will be taken 

away.”  

 

God has entrusted authority over the creation to us and we are not allowed to 

rule over it as we see fit. Instead, we are called and commanded to exercise our 

dominion under the watchful eye of the Creator, managing His creation in 

accordance with the principles He has established. 

 

Like the servants in the Parable of the Talents, we will all be called to give 

an account of how we have administered and managed everything we have been 

given, including our time, money, abilities, information, wisdom, relationships, 

and authority when we face our Creator in heaven. 

 

The fourth principle is the Principle of Reward. 

 

In Colossians 3:23-24 Paul writes: 

 

“Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as if you were working 

for the Lord, not for other men and women, since you know that you will receive 

an inheritance from the Lord as a reward.  It is the Lord Christ you are serving” 

http://blog.tifwe.org/category/parable-of-the-talents/
http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Colossians%203.23-24
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The Bible shows us in the parables of the Kingdom that faithful stewards 

who do the Master’s will with His resources may expect to be rewarded 

incompletely in this life, but fully in heaven, with eternal life. 

 

At the end of our lives, we should all long to hear the Master say to us what 

He said in Matthew 25:21: 

 

“Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few 

things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your Master’s 

happiness!” 

 

As Christians in the 21st century, we need to learn, honor, and obey these 

four Principles of Stewardship not out of fear, but out of JOY, knowing that by our 

devotion, faith, actions, and obedience, we are causing God to smile down upon us.  

When we embrace these Biblically sound Principles, it connects everything that we 

do with what God is doing in the world. 

 

*************** 

  

 Finally, next month (October) you will be receiving your FPCA Stewardship 

Letter and Pledge Cards to support the 2021 FPCA Annual Operating Budget, the 

Church Improvement Fund (which is used to make payments on our Renovation 

Loan), our Seeds for the Future Fund, and our Resurrection Endowment Fund.   As 

you have been in the past, I can only humbly ask you to be as generous as you 

possibly can to support the good work that we are doing here at FPCA for our Lord 

and Savior, Jesus Christ. 

   

 Also, once again, I wish to humbly ask you to remember the First 

Presbyterian Church of Annandale in your Last Will and Testaments. With your 

continued financial and prayerful support, our church will be able to continue be a 

bright and shining Light shining in an otherwise darkened world. 

 

 Thank you. 

    

                                                                                  Your Friend and Pastor, 

      

          

                

Dr. Chris Looker 

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matthew%2025.21
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PREACHING SCHEDULE FOR SEPTEMBER 2020 
First Presbyterian Church of Annandale 

 

September 6, 2020 

The Rev. Bill Jokela Preaching 

**************** 

 

September 13, 2020 

Dr. Chris Looker, Preaching 

***************** 

 

September 20, 2020 

Dr. Chris Looker, Preaching 

***************** 

 

September 27, 2020 

Stella Lee, Preaching 

***************** 

 

 

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
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LET THE LITTLE CHILDREN COME TO ME 

 
 We feel so blessed that more and more of our children are returning to our 

Christian Childcare Center and that new babies and toddlers are being enrolled. 

 Hope you enjoy these pictures of our annual “Splash Days,” held on August 

18 and 26, 2020. 

Jenn Stoy (aka Miss Jennie) 

Christian Childcare Center Director 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 
 

Layla September 9 
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”COMFORTED  BY THE SHEPHERD” PART ONE 

Sermon preached on July 14", 2020, by The Rev. Bill Jokela 

 

 Intro – We’re living in a hard time right now, with no end in sight. Even for 

those who are not sick the restrictive lives that we are living and the constant threat 

of some possibly deadly illness, unseen deadly illness, lurking nearby has created a 

lot of stress for a lot of people. And watching our leaders in conflict with each 

other about the best way to deal with this pandemic is not helpful either. We need 

some peace.., and quiet. 

 Jesus would frequently get away from the crowds to pray and to rest and to 

teach his disciples. We have come here today to fellowship with one another, even 

if at a distance, and to worship and pray and be fed with the Word of God. I 

thought perhaps meditating on a familiar passage of Scripture might bring peace.., 

and quiet to your souls. I was reminded of the beautiful aria from Messiah by 

Handel, “He shall feed his flock like a shepherd.” If you have that in your music 

library at home listening to it would help comfort your soul. 

 I’m sure I’ve mentioned before that when I was an Army Chaplain serving at 

Arlington National Cemetery, I would often end the committal service whether at a 

grave or by a niche in the columbarium with the 23rd  Psalm if I felt that it would 

be helpful to those gathered there. I would say something like, “Many people have 

been encouraged and comforted by the words of the 23rd Psalm. Feel free to join 

with me.” Often many people knew it from memory and would join along. 

 As the Psalm comforted those grieving I’m hoping that the Psalm will 

comfort you today. Before I begin I would like to make a few observations. The 

Psalm is attributed to David. If you recall David was a shepherd and was familiar 

with the dangers and the dynamics of literally trying to ride herd on a flock of 

wayward sheep. In other words, he knew what he was talking about and he was 

writing from the heart. 

 He begins, “The Lord is my shepherd.” It’s been written before that sheep 

are not particularly bright and can easily wander off. They need someone to take 

care of them. People can be the same way. Listen to Mark chapter 6:“32 So they 

went away by themselves in a boat to a solitary place. 33 But many who saw them 

leaving recognized them and ran on foot from all the towns and got there ahead of 

them. 34 When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he had compassion on them, 

because they were like sheep without a shepherd. So he began teaching them many 

things.” 

 Jesus loved the people and taught them about the Kingdom of God and the 

love of God. I think that we could safely say that so many people today are like 
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sheep without a shepherd. They don’t know about Jesus. They don’t know about 

the love of God.  

 I also think that David recognized his own need for guidance and protection 

in this life. He needed a Savior. He needed someone to care for him. We all do. 

 He continues with the Psalm saying because the Lord is his shepherd, “I 

shall not want.” Literally, I shall lack nothing. The Hebrew word is “haser”. It 

refers to something that is incomplete, insufficient, or empty. We can look at 

another passage to help with the understanding of this word. 

  Moses spoke of the Israelites’ wilderness journey in Deuteronomy 2:7 

saying, “these 40 years Yahweh your God has been with you; you have lacked 

(haser) nothing”. (But they did complain a lot.)  For 40 years the Israelites had 

traveled through a mostly barren wilderness and God had provided food, water, 

guidance, and protection––everything they needed. They lacked nothing. We 

sometimes confuse “lack” with “want or need”. God has provided us with food, 

water, guidance and protection but we might think we are still lacking. Better to 

thank God for our blessings than to always crave just a little bit more; a bigger 

house, or bigger car, and the list goes on.  

“He maketh me to lie down in green pastures.” 

 A man named Phillip Keller served as a shepherd for many years and wrote 

the book, A Shepherd Looks at Psalm 23. In his book he says that sheep need four 

things before they will lie down: freedom from fear, freedom from friction within 

the flock, freedom from parasites and freedom from hunger. He says it’s up to the 

shepherd to see that the sheep attain these. Aren’t we about the same? Don’t we 

have the same needs to lie down in peace? We don’t want to be afraid or stressed 

out as we might say. We don’t want to be worried about getting along with the 

people around us. We don’t usually think about having any kind of parasites these 

days although teachers sometimes look out for lice on a child’s head. We do hear 

about children going hungry because they aren’t going to school and getting fed 

there. 

“He leadeth me beside the still waters.” 

 Water is essential to life but water is also a common Biblical metaphor for 

the satisfaction of spiritual needs: 

 “As a deer pants for the water brooks, so my soul pants after you, God 

(Psalm 42:1). 

 “With joy you will draw water out of the wells of salvation” (Isaiah 12:3). 

 Jesus told the Samaritan woman, “If you knew the gift of God, and who it is 

that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked him, and he 

would have given you living water” (John 4:10). 
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 I also think that David is also saying here that God helps him to know peace 

in his heart. That theme is continued in the next verse: 

“He restoreth my soul.” 

 Phillip Keller in his book talks about “cast” sheep, that is a sheep that has 

rolled over onto its back and cannot get up without the shepherd’s help. The sheep 

needs to be “restored” or it can die. I don’t think that we have to worry about 

getting stuck on our backs but I can say that we all feel at times that we need to be 

restored. We can do that by taking a short break like a day off or taking a longer 

break by going on a road trip or a vacation. Or, maybe participating in some kind 

of hobby or game. If we break the word recreation apart we get re-creation. We 

can be re-created through some kind of recreational activity. Or we can experience 

the peace and life that Jesus talks about when He says, “My peace I give you, not 

the peace that the world gives.” He also tells us that He came so that we might 

have life and have it to its fullest. 

“He leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for His name’s sake.” 

 Righteousness (se·daq) is life lived in accord with ethical principles––life 

lived in accord with God’s law and God’s will. 

 “Right paths” lead to life rather than death. Listen to Jesus. Matthew 7:13-

14 New International Version (NIV) 
13 “Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and broad is the road that 

leads to destruction, and many enter through it. 14 But small is the gate and narrow 

the road that leads to life, and only a few find it. 

“For His name’s sake.” 

 God teaches us to respect His holy name. “The Third Commandment says, 

“You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the Lord your God, for the Lord 

will not acquit anyone who misuses his name” (Exodus 20:7). 

 God “saved (Israel) for his name’s sake, that he might make his mighty 

power known” (Psalm 106:8). 

 When explaining why he was restoring Israel, God said, “I don’t do this for 

your sake, house of Israel, but for my holy name, which you have profaned 

among the nations, where you went. I will sanctify my great name, which 

has been profaned among the nations, which you have profaned in their 

midst; and the nations shall know that I am Yahweh, says the Lord Yahweh, 

when I shall be sanctified in you before their eyes” (Ezekiel 36:22-23). 

 

End Part One. Look for Part Two in October issue of FIRST and ForMOST 
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CONGRATULATIONS AND BEST WISHES ! ! ! 
 

Danny DeVera, son of Elder Nancy DeVera, wed Jess Turgeon on Friday, 

August 21, 2020, at the Church of the Good Shepherd. An evening reception was 

held on our church lawn, complete with a “Cookies & Cream Cake” and s’mores 

toasted over a firepit. The celebration was restricted to close family members, for 

safety during the current pandemic.  

 Danny and Jess, we wish you Joy and delight throughout your life 

together. May you always feel the warmth of God’s Love for you and 

our love for you! 
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SESSION HIGHLIGHTS FOR JULY AND AUGUST 2020 

 
 At the July stated meeting, the session passed the following motions: 

 Hire Pipe Doctor to replace a collapsed sewer pipe, “if the way be clear”; 

 Close the Activities Building until September 30, 2020; 

 Allow Dr. Looker to proceed with rental of church space to another 

Christian group; 

 Authorize Dr. Looker and Elder Carol Gage to go to Treasurer Dr. Betty 

Clark to proceed with applying for a Payment Protection Plan (PPP) 

loan/grant. This was approved and funds were received July 31, 2020. 

  

 At the August stated meeting, Dr. Looker announced that he and his wife, 

Genny, would vacation at Lake Anna, Virginia, for one week. 

 Dr. Looker officiated at a service of Holy Communion on Sunday, August 2, 

2020, via ZOOM. 

 The session passed the following motions: 

 From the $10,000 Miriam Houseworth Trust donation, designate $4,000 for 

a new copier, with the remainder to go into the Building Maintenance 

Reserve; 

 Approve an automatic 3% annual raise for “All Cleaning Services,” with 

additional bonuses as decided by the session; 

 “If the way be clear,” offer space to Open Heaven Church; 

 Have a monthly ZOOM fellowship preceded by Holy Communion. 

 The session presented Dr. Looker with a card of appreciation with a 

donation toward a one-year golf membership, as a relief from heightened job 

stresses created by the current pandemic. 

Carol Gage 

Clerk of Session 

 

PER CAPITA DONATION REQUEST 
 

Treasurer Dr. Betty Clark requests that church members who have not donated for 

their 2020 per capita, for presbytery, please donate as early as possible in 

September, if they choose to make this voluntary donation. Thank you. 

 

 

DUE DATE: September 16, 2020, for October issue of FIRST and ForMOST. 

Submissions: Email to   clgage@runbox.com AND office@fpcannandale.org 

mailto:clgage@runbox.com
mailto:office@fpcannandale.org
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

BOOK CLUB 

Tuesday, September 1, 2020; 1:00 PM; Memorial Chapel 

We will discuss Barbara Kingsolver’s “Unsheltered” 

We welcome readers! 

 

THE WIRED WORD 

Sunday School lessons based on contemporary issues  

Sundays, 11:30 AM – 12:30 PM, via ZOOM 

Moderator, Sandy Mori 

 

EDWARD JONES ANNUAL DISTRIBUTION 

The annual required minimum distribution (RMD) from our Endowment Fund 

investments was received from Edward Jones. Of the $2,576.74 received, $257.67 

(10%) was allotted to Missions. 

 

SHEPHERD’S CENTER ANNANDALE-SPRINGFIELD 

The Shepherd’s Center is providing rides. 

For information, call SCAS office: 703 941 1419 

 

GARDEN PLOT DONATIONS TO FOOD BANKS 

As of August 20, gardeners of the FPCA garden plots have donated 304 pounds of 

produce to local food banks this summer. Donations included peas, potatoes, 

cucumbers, squash, tomatoes, peppers, onions, spinach, lettuce, carrots, okra, corn, 

beans, basil, amaranth, and spearmint. Donations will continue through October. 

 

FOOD DRIVE FOR ACCA 

As this issue of the newsletter went to print, a food drive was planned for Saturday, 

August 29, 2020. Drive-by, with volunteers available to receive donations handed 

from vehicles, for pandemic safety. 

 

 


