FIRST and ForMOST
First Presbyterian Church of Annandale

December 2020

FROM YOUR PASTOR
(Editorial note: This month’s message from the pastor was written a number of
years ago, for his second Christmas in this church. It bears re-printing now, as it’s
an oldie, but it’s a goodie!)

“For unto us a child is given, unto us a Son is given; all authority shall rest upon
His shoulders; and He is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting
Father, Prince of Peace...” (Isaiah 9:6)
*********************
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Not everyone who celebrates Christmas is celebrating the birth of Jesus. For
many people, CHRISTMAS is simply another holiday. It is a time for parties and
extravagant gift-giving and mushy feelings, but it has very little to do with Jesus’
birth.
I heard of two women who were dressed in their finest clothes. They were
having lunch together in a very exclusive restaurant. A friend saw them and came
over to the table to greet them;
“What’s the special occasion?” she asked.
One of the women said, “We’re having a birthday party for my little one.
He’s two years old today.”
“But where is he?” the friend asked.
The child’s mother answered, Oh, I dropped him off at my mother’s house.
She’s taking care of him until the party’s over. We wouldn’t have had as much
fun if he were here!”
How ridiculous—a birthday party for a child who wasn’t welcome at his
own party! Yet, when we stop to think about it, isn’t that what so many people are
doing when they celebrate all the festivities of Christmas, without inviting Jesus to
the party? After all, isn’t it His birthday?
****************
Here’s another old story about one of the shepherds who heard the
proclamation of the angels about the birth of Jesus but did not bother to go to
Bethlehem to see if the proclamation was true. Decades later, as he held his
grandson on his knee, this same shepherd told the child the stirring story about
Jesus and the angels.
“Is that all?” asked the boy. “What did you do when you heard the good
news? Was it true? Was the Christ child really born?”
The old man replied, with some sadness, “I never knew. Some say it was
true; some say it was only a dream. I didn’t take the trouble to go and see.”
*******************
There are many people like that. They’re not bad people. In fact, most of
them are very nice people, but they just don’t want to go to the trouble to see for
themselves if the baby born in a stable two thousand years ago is really the
Messiah—the Savior of the world.
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If the truth be told, not everybody who celebrates Christmas cares
about Jesus Christ. But, Jesus Christ cares about everybody.
Not everybody really believes that the “child” and “Son” Isaiah was writing
about in 700 BC was going to end up being Jesus Christ. Not everybody really
believes that the “authority” that Jesus was given by His Father in heaven was to
conquer sin and death forever.
But, that’s who Jesus Christ was. That’s who the resurrected Jesus Christ is
today. And that’s who Jesus Christ will be forevermore.
Your Friend and Pastor,

Dr. Chris Looker
Genny, Ben, Sam, and I wish to share our joy with all of you as we
celebrate our fifteenth Christmas here at FPCA. Thank you all for making us
feel so loved!
******************

PREACHING SCHEDULE FOR DECEMBER 2020
First Presbyterian Church of Annandale
December 6, 2020
Ms. Stella Lee, Preaching
****************
December 13, 2020
Dr. Chris Looker, Preaching
*****************
December 20, 2020
Dr. Chris Looker, Preaching
*****************
December 24, 2020
Christmas Eve
Dr. Chris Looker, Preaching
*****************
December 27, 2020
“Worship Lite”
Dr. Chris Looker, Preaching
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THE NINE LESSONS (King James Version)
The First Lesson: Genesis 3:8-15
And they heard the voice of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the
day: and Adam and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God
amongst the trees of the garden. And the LORD God called unto Adam, and said unto
him, Where art thou? And he said, I heard thy voice in the garden, and I was afraid,
because I was naked; and I hid myself. And he said, Who told thee that thou wast
naked? Hast thou eaten of the tree, whereof I commanded thee that thou shouldest not
eat? And the man said, The woman whom thou gavest to be with me, she gave me of
the tree, and I did eat. And the LORD God said unto the woman, What is this that thou
hast done? And the woman said, The serpent beguiled me, and I did eat. And the
LORD God said unto the serpent, Because thou hast done this, thou art cursed above
all cattle, and above every beast of the field; upon thy belly shalt thou go, and dust
shalt thou eat all the days of thy life: And I will put enmity between thee and the
woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt
bruise his heel.
The Second Lesson: Isaiah 9:2, 6-7
The people that walked in darkness have seen a great light: they that dwell in the land
of the shadow of death, upon them hath the light shined. For unto us a child is born,
unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name
shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The
Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be no end,
upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with
judgment and with justice from henceforth even forever. The zeal of the LORD of
hosts will perform this.
The Third Lesson: Isaiah 11:1-9
And there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a Branch shall grow out
of his roots: And the spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and
understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear
of the LORD; And shall make him of quick understanding in the fear of the LORD: and
he shall not judge after the sight of his eyes, neither reprove after the hearing of his
ears: But with righteousness shall he judge the poor, and reprove with equity for the
meek of the earth: and he shall smite the earth: with the rod of his mouth, and with the
breath of his lips shall he slay the wicked. And righteousness shall be the girdle of his
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loins, and faithfulness the girdle of his reins. The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb,
and the leopard shall lie down with the kid; and the calf and the young lion and the
fatling together; and a little child shall lead them. And the cow and the bear shall
feed; their young ones shall lie down together: and the lion shall eat straw like the
ox. And the sucking child shall play on the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall
put his hand on the cockatrice' den. They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy
mountain: for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the LORD, as the waters cover
the sea.
The Fourth Lesson: Luke 1:30-35
And the angel said unto her, Fear not, Mary: for thou hast found favour with God.
And, behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son, and shalt call his
name JESUS. He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest: and the
Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his father David: And he shall reign over
the house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no end. Then said Mary
unto the angel, How shall this be, seeing I know not a man? And the angel answered
and said unto her, The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the Highest
shall overshadow thee: therefore also that holy thing which shall be born of thee shall
be called the Son of God.
The Fifth Lesson: Luke 1:39-45
And Mary arose in those days, and went into the hill country with haste, into a city of
Juda; And entered into the house of Zacharias, and saluted Elisabeth. And it came to
pass, that, when Elisabeth heard the salutation of Mary, the babe leaped in her womb;
and Elisabeth was filled with the Holy Ghost: And she spoke out with a loud voice,
and said, Blessed art thou among women, and blessed is the fruit of thy womb. And
whence is this to me, that the mother of my Lord should come to me? For, lo, as soon
as the voice of thy salutation sounded in mine ears, the babe leaped in my womb for
joy. And blessed is she that believed: for there shall be a performance of those things
which were told her from the Lord.
The Sixth Lesson: Luke 2:1-7
And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from Caesar Augustus
that all the world should be taxed. (And this taxing was first made when Cyrenius was
governor of Syria.) And all went to be taxed, every one into his own city. And Joseph
also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judaea, unto the city of
David, which is called Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and lineage of
David:) to be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great with child. And so it
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was, that, while they were there, the days were accomplished that she should be
delivered. And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling
clothes, and laid him in a manger; because there was no room for them in the inn.
The Seventh Lesson: Luke 2:8-20
And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch
over their flock by night. And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the
glory of the Lord shone round about them: and they were sore afraid. And the angel
said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which
shall be to all people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour,
which is Christ the Lord. And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe
wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger. And suddenly there was with the
angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying, Glory to God in the
highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men. And it came to pass, as the angels
were gone away from them into heaven, the shepherds said one to another, Let us now
go even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing which is come to pass, which the Lord
hath made known unto us. And they came with haste, and found Mary, and Joseph,
and the babe lying in a manger. And when they had seen it, they made known abroad
the saying which was told them concerning this child. And all they that heard it
wondered at those things which were told them by the shepherds. But Mary kept all
these things, and pondered them in her heart. And the shepherds returned, glorifying
and praising God for all the things that they had heard and seen, as it was told unto
them.
Lesson Eight: Matthew 2:1-11
Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judaea in the days of Herod the king,
behold, there came wise men from the east to Jerusalem, Saying, Where is he that is
born King of the Jews? for we have seen his star in the east, and are come to worship
him. When Herod the king had heard these things, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem
with him. And when he had gathered all the chief priests and scribes of the people
together, he demanded of them where Christ should be born. And they said unto him,
In Bethlehem of Judaea: for thus it is written by the prophet, And thou Bethlehem, in
the land of Juda, art not the least among the princes of Juda: for out of thee shall come
a Governor, that shall rule my people Israel. Then Herod, when he had privily called
the wise men, enquired of them diligently what time the star appeared. And he sent
them to Bethlehem, and said, Go and search diligently for the young child; and when
ye have found him, bring me word again, that I may come and worship him also.
When they had heard the king, they departed; and, lo, the star, which they saw in the
east, went before them, till it came and stood over where the young child was. When
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they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceeding great joy. And when they were come
into the house, they saw the young child with Mary his mother, and fell down, and
worshipped him: and when they had opened their treasures, they presented unto him
gifts; gold, and frankincense and myrrh.
Lesson Nine: John 1:1-14
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God. The same was in the beginning with God. All things were made by him; and
without him was not any thing made that was made. In him was life; and the life was
the light of men. And the light shineth in darkness; and the darkness comprehended it
not. There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. The same came for a
witness, to bear witness of the Light, that all men through him might believe. He was
not that Light, but was sent to bear witness of that Light. That was the true Light,
which lighteth every man that cometh into the world. He was in the world, and the
world was made by him, and the world knew him not. He came unto his own, and his
own received him not. But as many as received him, to them gave he power to
become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name: Which were born,
not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. And the
Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of
the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS
LOOKING AHEAD TO JANUARY

Page 8

FirstandForMOST

December 2020

LET THE LITTLE CHILDREN COME TO ME
As we enter this joyful and holy season of Advent, the expectant waiting for
the coming of Christmas, we rejoice to see the excitement of all the Christian
Childcare children, especially the older toddlers.
On these two pages, I hope you enjoy seeing what these children are doing
with curriculum. They truly enjoy hands-on learning, guided by their loving and
ever-so-resourceful teachers.
MERRY CHRISTMAS to all our CCC families! May it be a time of
blessedness, wonder, and joy as we celebrate the birth of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ.
Jenn Stoy (aka Miss Jennie)
Christian Childcare Center Director
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DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS
IN THE CCC
Corbin December 16
Aubri December 21
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In Memory of
LOIS JUENGEL LITTLE

December 7, 1919 – November 13, 2020
Lois Little, a long-time active member of FPCA, passed away
peacefully on November 13, 2020 in Woodbridge, Virginia. Lois was part of
the Westminster Lake Ridge retirement community since 2002, along with
her husband, Smitty. She kept her connection with our congregation for
more than 40 years and was a friend to everyone here. Lois belonged to the
Priscilla Bible study circle and sang in the choir. For a number of years she
acted as secretary for Women of the Church and was made an honorary life
member of WOC in 1989. In November 2006, Church Women United
honored her as a “Valiant Woman” in recognition of her twenty years of
faithful service in the local unit of the organization. Lois also supported
FPCA’s missions and charities.
A native of Rochester, Michigan, Lois was the daughter of Frederick
Juengel and Ethel Bengry Juengel. She was second oldest of six children
who grew up on a dairy farm with apple and cherry orchards known as
“Juengel’s Orchards.” Lois walked to the old brick Hamlin Elementary
School, and graduated from Rochester High School in 1938.
After working to save funds, Lois attended the University of Michigan
as a French major, graduating in 1946. She answered a call for women to
serve in post-WWll Europe, and, speaking French and German, left for
Germany in 1947, where she worked in the Berlin offices for U.S. Gen. Clay.
She was in Berlin during the entire Allied Berlin Airlift in 1948-49. She also
met and married Smitty, a US Army Air Corps pilot, in Germany in 1951.
Lois is survived by her sons, Robert Jr. and William, daughter Mary,
grandchildren and great-grandchildren.
A memorial service has not yet been planned. Interment will be at
Arlington National Cemetery at a future date.
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A WEDDING RE-VISITED
Apologies that the November issue of the newsletter could not
include the wedding photos below. Elder Nancy DeVera wrote a
wonderful account of her daughter Christina’s wedding to Joshua
Stevenson in that issue. These two photos further capture the beauty of
the bride as well as the joy of the couple.

We wish them joy and a blessed life
together!
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ANOTHER SUCCESSFUL FOOD DRIVE!
Saturday, November 14, 2020, marked the date of yet another successful
food drive by one of the church’s small groups. In the rush to collect food for
ACCA in time for Thanksgiving, very little advance notice was possible, but the
photo below shows the generosity which blossomed to meet a need.
The group gathered at 2:00 PM and enjoyed chatting during the two-hour
food drive. It was great to have this many volunteers available to unload donations
as people drove to the church door to make their drop-offs. Thanks to everyone
who contributed, and a special thanks to the Christian Childcare parents who gave
so generously! We are glad you are a part of our Christian family.

Pictured above, left to right, are Nancy DeVera, Ruth Hartman, Cara Lauler,
Genny Looker, Sandy Mori, and Beth Oliver.
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SESSION HIGHLIGHTS FOR NOVEMBER 2020
Dr. Looker, Moderator, opened the November 15, 2020, stated meeting
with prayer and welcomed a special guest: longtime member Paula Santen, who
was interested in observing how a session meeting via Zoom was conducted.
Christian Childcare Director Jenn Stoy reported that 39 children are
currently enrolled, and that more are registered or on a reserve list. Two
teachers have been hired.
Dr. Looker reported that his first test of livestreaming was successful, and
that he may be able to offer livestreaming for Sunday worship services at a later
date.
Elder Nancy DeVera explained AmazonSmile, a charitable giving
function of Amazon. This is Amazon’s way to give back to the community at no
cost to buyer or seller. Elder Jenn Stoy and Stella Lee agreed to research how to
set up the plan. (Basically, if a person designates FPCA as a recipient, Amazon
will give FPCA half of one percent of the price of that person’s purchases on
Amazon.)
The session passed a motion to have each Sunday’s liturgist during
Advent read the Advent message and light the candle(s) for that Sunday.
Ideas for the Christmas Eve service were discussed, and Dr. Looker
agreed to set up a service of music for the session’s approval.
Elder Nancy DeVera noted that a small group will decorate the church for
the Christmas season on December 5, 2020.
Carol Gage
Clerk of Session

PLEASE NOTE THE EARLY DUE DATE
FOR NEXT MONTH’S NEWSLETTER
DUE DATE: December 9, 2020, for January 2021 issue of FIRST and ForMOST.
Submissions: Email to clgage@runbox.com AND office@fpcannandale.org
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
BOOK CLUB
Tuesday, December 1, 2020; 1:00 PM; Memorial Chapel
We will discuss “Little Fires Everywhere” by Celeste Ng.
We welcome readers!

THE WIRED WORD
Sunday School lessons based on contemporary issues
Sundays, 11:45 AM via ZOOM
Moderator, Sandy Mori

STATED SESSION MEETING
Sunday, December 20, 2020
Via ZOOM

PRISCILLA CIRCLE
Priscilla Circle is taking a sabbatical until September 2021
SHEPHERD’S CENTER ANNANDALE-SPRINGFIELD
The Shepherd’s Center continues to provide rides
For information, call SCAS office: 703 941 1419

PASTORAL CALLS: TEXTING
Text the Rev. Bill Jokela if you would like for him to reach out to you by texting
or call the office at 703 941 3300
and leave a message with Stella Lee

STEWARDHIP SUNDAY WAS A SUCCESS
Sunday, November 29, 2020
Thank you for pledging your time, talent, and treasure to Christ’s Church!
Thank you for returning your pledge cards to the Financial Secretary

