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FROM YOUR PASTOR
“In the beginning was the Word (in the Greek, ‘LOGOS’), and the Word
was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All
things came into being through Him, and without Him not one thing came into
being. What has come into being in Him was life, and the life was the light of all
people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it….
And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen His glory, the
glory as of a Father’s only Son, full of grace and truth.” (John 1: 1-5, 14 NRSV)
*****************************
A pastor who was popular with his congregation explained his success as
coming primarily from remembering to say a short and private prayer to God
before he delivered any sermons from the pulpit. What was his prayer? “Lord, fill
my mouth with worth-while stuff and nudge me when I've said enough. Amen."
I really like that prayer.
As you know, before every sermon that I preach, I pray the following words:
“Lord, I pray not for my words, but Thy Word; not my will, but Thy Will.
Amen.” I cannot honestly say that I found that prayer or that anyone taught it to
me. Rather, as far as I know, it’s an original Chris Looker prayer. And, it’s deeply
meaningful to me.
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When I was in Seminary, I had a professor that was very intimidating. Once
in a Preaching Class, I was right in the middle of one of my sermons and I said the
words, “I know what God is saying to us in this Scripture…” And, before I got
another word out of my mouth, he got up in my face…just about two inches
away…and screamed at me, “How do you know what God is ‘saying’? Who
cares what YOU think? And, what right do you have to say that YOU KNOW
WHAT GOD’S WILL IS! You’re just a second-year seminarian!”
To say the least, I was humiliated. I wanted to fight back, but I just couldn’t
get his words out of my head. As bad as I felt, this professor was right. I didn’t
KNOW what God was “saying”…what God “thought”. How could my brain
possibly know one-trillionth of what God knows!
All I could ever do was use the tools that Princeton Seminary gave to me to
translate and exegete the original Hebrew and Greek biblical texts that were
written and copied as closely to the time that the original and inspired texts were
originally written. And, then rely on FAITH to lead me forward.
After all, all he wanted me to learn was that THIS WAS GOD’S WORD
WE WERE TALKING ABOUT! To him, my words…my thoughts…my
subjective views…my experiences had as much to do with what truths the
Scriptures revealed as thinking that a cow could actually jump over the moon!
Just like God says to Moses from the burning bush, that His name is to be “I
am who I am,” so too, Jesus Christ was and is “the Word who became Flesh and
lived among us.” This Word about which I was attempting to preach was and is
“the Way, the Truth, and the Life.” This Word that I dared to even try to explain
to others was and is “the Father’s only Son, full of grace and truth.”
How dare I even attempt to tell anyone else what the Bible “means” or what
God “thinks”!
That’s when I came up with the prayer that I have prayed before every
sermon that I have written and delivered in the past 31 years as an Ordained
Minister of the Word and Sacrament. It contained what I believed. It openly
revealed my fear that I would get it wrong…that I would bring shame on the Word
of God. It revealed my recognition of the difference between my will and God’s
Will, my words and God’s WORD.
By the way, I obviously didn’t give up on the ministry! And, the very next
time I gave a sermon in front of that professor, I began by praying, “Lord, I pray
not for my words, but Thy Word; not my will, but Thy Will. Amen.”
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After the sermon, instead of yelling at me, the professor just sat there and
clapped his hands together slowly and firmly. When he was done, I was stupid
enough to ask him, “Well, what did you think?” And, his answer was a classic
that I will never, ever forget. He said, “That sermon was terrible, but that prayer
you gave before you preached was GREAT! I think that you’re finally making
some progress!”
Well, I guess I got a lot better because he gave me an A in the class and I
have now been an ordained Minister of the Word and Sacrament in the
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) for 31 years. As the old saying goes, “Wonders
never cease!”
******************************
As difficult as it was, I REALLY learned an important lesson from that
professor. I learned that God’s WORD belongs to God…and God alone. It
demands that we read it, study it, translate it from the original Hebrew and Greek,
and (most importantly) respect it. Only when we do that, will our eyes be truly
opened by God. Only then, will we put down our defenses and subjective beliefs
and let God “speak” to us. Only then, will we be able to become vessels through
which God may “speak” not only to us, but to whomever we are trying to lead to a
saving relationship with Jesus Christ, the WORD and Only Savior of all
humankind.
*************************************
I hope that the WORD of God will reveal new truths to you in this coming
year. I pray that Jesus the Christ will open all of our eyes to truths which are
divine and eternal, rather than worldly and subjective. And, I hope that your
coming year will be truly blessed by God, whose eternal love and mercy constantly
astounds and amazes us.
I believe that John Newton was so very right when he penned the words,
“Amazing Grace! How sweet the sound that saved a wretch like me. I once was
lost, but now am found, was blind but now I see.”
Happy New Year to You All
Your Friend and Pastor,

Dr. Chris Looker
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PREACHING SCHEDULE FOR JANUARY 2020
January 5, 2020
Service of Holy Communion
Scripture Lesson - John 1: 1-18 (NIV)`
Sermon Title:
“IS YOUR NAME IN THE BIBLE?”
Dr. Chris Looker, Preaching
******************
January 12, 2020
Scripture Lesson: Matthew 3:13-17 (Revised Geneva Translation)
Sermon Title:
“HEY, JESUS, WERE YOUR EARS JUST BURNING?”
Dr. Chris Looker, Preaching
****************
January 19, 2020
The Rev. Bill Jokela, Preaching
*****************
January 26, 2020
Scripture Lesson: Matthew 4:12-23 (Holman Christian Standard Bible)
Sermon Title:
“ARE YOU GOING
WHERE GOD IS LEADING YOU?”
Dr. Chris Looker, Preaching
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ORGAN REDEDICATION WORSHIP SERVICE & CONCERT

The rededication service for FPCA’s refurbished tracker organ, held Sunday
evening, November 24, 2019, was brief and moving. The organ and trumpet concert
which followed was excellent! Randy Sheetz, organ, and Chuck Seipp, trumpet,
played music to lift spirits and make rejoicing and praising God a welcome “duty.”
They offered a great variety, some of which had the congregation/audience laughing
aloud. The sound was enhanced by various visual aids on a large screen.
Paula Santen, longtime church member with an avid interest in our tracker
organ, presented bouquets to the musicians, in appreciation. A reception followed;
Paula is pictured above with FPCA organist and choir director, Matt Hart, and the
“cake of splendor.”
Other photos picture the newly-refurbished and re-tuned organ pipes above the
organ, Senior Pastor Dr. Chris Looker leading the congregation in a hymn during the
worship portion of the evening, and the two concert musicians: Randy Sheetz, organ
and piano, and Chuck Seipp, trumpet.
Staff Reporter
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THE POTTER’S HOUSE SECOND ANNUAL POTTERY SHOW
AND SILENT AUCTION

The Potter’s Hourse Second Annual Pottery Show and Silent Auction was a
success, in the eyes of the pottery makers. While we had a smaller turnout this year
than last, people were very generous with their donations, for a total of $2, 078.
Bethany House, a local shelter for battered women and their children, and the
Carpenter’s Shelter, a rehabilitation center for the homeless, have each received
$1,000, thanks to everyone’s generosity. The remaining dollars were allocated to
our Emergency Mission Fund.
Heartfelt thanks to all the volunteers and show visitors who made this show
and auction a success! The potters made the pottery, but all the others made the
success.
Staff Reporter
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SESSION HIGHLIGHTS
Stated Meeting December 15, 2019
Moderator Dr. Chris Looker opened the meeting with prayer, asking God
that we might use the meeting as a time of worship, not only as a meeting. He
asked that we might be prudent in our use of time, yet still allow sufficient time to
listen not only to one another’s words, but to the meaning behind the words. He
thanked God for our coming Chrismas Eve service of 9 Lessons and Carols, when
we will worship jointly with the First Korean Presbyterian Church of Virginia for
the first time in six years.
Christian Childcare Center (CCC) Director Jennifer Stoy suggested giving
CCC teachers a 2% ($.25/hour) raise in January 2020, as well as a $50 gift card for
Chrismas 2019; the session moved unanimously to do both. A security lock
capable of storing 2,000 codes has been purchased for the CCC.
The session unanimously approved Elder Richard Stoy for Financial
Secretary for 2020 and Elder Carol Gage for Clerk of Session for 2020. These
positions must be voted on annually. The treasureer will be voted on in the January
meeting.
Bethany House, a local shelter for battered women, and the Carpenter’s
Center, a rehabilitation shelter for the homeless, each received $1,000 from
donations made to the pottery show and silent auction held December 7, 2019.
The Nominating Committee, Elders Lee Fuller and Nancy DeVera, provided
the following slate of nominees for elders and deacons: Dana Herr, Elder, Class of
2022; JiYoung Stoy, Deacon, Class of 2022, and Genny Looker, Deacon, Class of
2021. All nominees have agreed to serve, if elected. Members of the congregation
will vote on these nominees at the Annual Congregational Meeting on January 26,
2020.
Dr. Looker closed the meeting with the prayer that we might cherish our
blessings.

Carol Gage
Clerk of Session
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LET THE LITTLE CHILDREN COME TO ME

We’re off to a great beginning of the new year here at our Christian
Childcare Center! Several new children are enrolled, and we look forward to
getting to know and love them all.
CCC Lead Teacher Miss Jacque is making excellent use of the Mother
Goose curriculum with Christian emphasis. The children love it! It involves lots of
hands-on activities, the results of which can be seen on the walls of the classroom,
Room 200, and the nearby hallway. Take a peek if you’re upstairs.
Above is pictured the new look of Room 200. Miss Jacque has used her
expertise to divide the large open space into learning centers, each equipped with
the toys, crayons, paper, and other material suitable for that center. The children
spend time in each area every day. They’re thriving and learning under her tutelage
and guidance.
Jenn Stoy (aka Miss Jennie)
Christian Childcare Center Director
HAPPY BIRTHDAY !

Jack January 1
Wyatt January 15
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OF SUCH IS THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN

This month we’re focused both on toddlers and Room 109 itself. Ms.
Teresa’s husband recently spent an evening painting the walls of 109 a soft green,
quite a change from the brilliant white they had been. In mid-December, a team of
volunteers from our Mission of the Holy Spirit Church spent half a day removing
the old ceiling tile, dulled with age, and replacing them with new ones. The room
looks so much brighter. We feel so fortunate to have such willing volunteers to
help with the childcare center to keep it bright and attractive for the children.
Shortly before Christmas, I was visiting in Room 109 to admire its new
look. Several toddlers immediately noticed my Christmas necklace, a long string of
plastic Christmas tree lights in red, green, blue, and yellow. I showed them how the
lights could flash in three different sequences, and they were fascinated. I assured
them it was okay to touch, though not to pull, and three little boys gently cupped
one light after another. Wonder filled their faces as the lights blinked on and off
and on again, each light the perfect size for their cupped hands.
The boys looked at me as if I had brought something truly wonderful to
them that day. I let them have plenty of time to examine the lights. For some
reason, the girls would not come near, though 2 of them looked on from several
feet away.
I have such fun visiting and playing with the children. They are all learning
so many new things, each day a new discovery in their lives. We all feel blessed to
have them here and appreciate their parents’ entrusting their care to us.
May you all have a blessed and wonderful 2020!
Carol Gage
CCC Volunteer
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BIT ABOUT A BOOK
It’s January, and the Bookworm is OH, so ready to join other snowbirds in
warmer climes to relax, be lazy, and read, read, read the pile of delightful books
received for Christmas (everyone knows what the Bookworm likes best!).
Instead of a “bit about a book” this month, the Bookworm offers the picture
below (worth a thousand words!) of two Indian elephants. The Bookworm received
them for Christmas 15 years ago and enjoys them tremendously. The photo is,
perhaps, not detailed enough to show, but they are made of thin leather, highly
decorated. A slot in each elephant’s back accepts coins, and the elephants are
usually half-filled with quarters. A convenient snap closure at the bottom allows
easy access to the coins.
Here’s the plan: the Bookworm encourages anyone who wishes to, to write a
story, poem, description, essay, or other original piece about the elephants; or, use
the elephants as a springboard for your thoughts. The Bookworm will choose one
(or more, if they’re short) to print in the February issue of the newsletter. You may
remain anonymous or have your name boldly proclaimed as the author, as you
choose. The Bookworm thinks it would be great if others were to write this article
occasionally or make the article interactive.
Bookworm
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There’s no such thing as too many books!

Thanks to Tuula Jung for sharing
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JANUARY THOUGHTS:
ON EPIPHANY AND DIVINE LOVE

Are you a person who celebrates the Twelve Days of Christmas? This rich
heritage culminates in Epiphany, the traditional arrival of the Wise Men with their
presents of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. Epiphany marks the joyful, yet solemn,
conclusion of the season of Advent and Christmas.
As the month of January progresses, may you relax from the overwhelming
stresses and buildup (if you experienced them) of excitement which led to
Christmas Day. May you find your heart filled with Joy as you worship God and
give thanks for the presence of Jesus, that baby boy born in an obscure place, that
baby who came to show us all the enormity of Divine Love.
Divine Love made His human entrance humbly, in a stable, with a hay-filled
manger for his first bed. Divine Love made His human exit humbly, on a cross,
with a thief on either side.
May the accompanying pictures lead your thoughts to the Baby Jesus,
cradled in his mother Mary’s arms, with Joseph looking on and then on to the risen
Jesus, whose empty cross speaks more vividly than words can do.

Cass Goodland
Staff Reporter
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“RISE UP”
A GREAT CONCERT IS COMING THIS MONTH !!!
D.C. al Fine, a local women’s chamber choir, will present their winter
concert, “Rise Up,” on Saturday, January 18, 2020 at 4:00 pm, at First Presbyterian
Church of Annandale. This talented group of student musicians from eight area
high schools is conducted by three high school age student conductors.
“Rise Up” features songs composed by women for women with empowering
texts about self-worth, bravery, and strength. The concert is about 40 minutes long,
and is free and open to the public. Come and enjoy the beautiful music!
More info can be found at www.DCalFine.com <http://www.dcalfine.com/>.

SHEPHERD’S CENTER ANNANDALE SPRINGFIELD
Lunch’n’Life presents “An Antique Roadshow”
Thursday, January 23, 2020, 11:30AM -1:00 PM
Hope Lutheran Church, 4604 Ravensworth Road, Annandale, VA 22003
Call by January 9 to register an item for display, quotation, and valuation as the
luncheon’s entertainment
Reserve your seat by Monday, January 20, 2020: 703 941 1419 (SCAS)
JANUARY BIRTHDAYS
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
MEN’S BREAKFAST
Come one, come all, to the monthly Men’s Breakfast
Saturday, January 4, 2020, 8:30 AM; Room 105
GREAT FUN, FELLOWSHIP, WORSHIP

BOOK CLUB
No meeting in January

THE WIRED WORD
Sunday School lessons based on contemporary issues resume this month
Sundays, 11:30 AM – 13:30 PM, Room 105
Moderator, Sandy Mori

BELLS CHOIR
Tuesdays, 7:00 – 8:00 PM, Sanctuary
Director, Betty Clark
We welcome new members!

PRISCILLA CIRCLE
Wednesday, January 15, 2020, 2:00 PM, Memorial Chapel
The Ten Commandments: “Love Carved in Stone,” an in-depth study
Moderator, Ruth Hartman

FROZEN CHOSEN
The FIRST and ForMOST newsletter team wishes you a blessed New Year!
Consider this: “English is weird. It can be understood through tough, thorough,
thought though.” –Anonymous
DUE DATE: January 15 for February 2020, FIRST and ForMOST. Submissions:
Email to office@fpcannandale.org AND <clgage@runbox.com>

