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FROM YOUR PASTOR
“In everything I did, I showed you that by this kind of hard work we must help the
weak, remembering the words the Lord Jesus himself said: ‘It is more blessed to give
than to receive.’” (Acts 20:35)

Recently, I received three letters in the mail from the current presidents of my
three alma maters. And, guess what? All three letters had one thing in common: THEY
WANTED ME TO GIVE THEM MONEY.
I’ve gotten these letters every year for the past 30 years. But, what I find most
amazing is that these college and seminary presidents are able to craft letters year after
year that make their respective institutions sound like they are broke! Now, if that were
true, I might be moved to give more money to these wonderful institutions than I
usually give. After all, they played a huge role in helping me to become the person that I
am today. However, I happen to know for a fact that all three of the colleges and
seminaries that I was privileged to attend currently have endowments that are larger (in
terms of dollars) than the gross national product of many countries in this world!

Page 2
FIRST and ForMOST
September 2018
This year (2018), I was amazed to see that ALL THREE of the presidents of my alma
maters actually ask me to “designate my ENTIRE ESTATE to (put name of institution
here) in my Last Will and Testament or Trust”! All three presidents didn’t just want for
me to donate SOME of my money to their respective institutions. They wanted me to
give them ALL of my money!
Now to be fair, all three of the esteemed institutions of higher learning were and
are excellent places to get an outstanding education. And, I am thankful for the
tremendous education I received from them.
However, I don’t think that I am so thankful that I would ever leave one or all of
those institutions EVERYTHING I own after I die!
What about God?
What about my wife?
What about my sons?
What about my church?
What about the FPCA Christian Childcare Center?
What about the FPCA Annual Operating Budget?
What about the FPCA Resurrection Endowment Fund?
What about the FPCA Church Improvement Fund (which is used to make the
monthly payments for the $200,000.00 loan that we took out in 2010 to renovate the
sanctuary, install the new furnace, replace the church’s roof, and upgrade the
audio/visual system)?
What about the FPCA Seeds for the Future Fund (which enables us to afford to
pay the salary of our blessed Director of Family Ministries, Stella Lee)?
What about the FPCA Scholarship Fund?
What about the FPCA Organ Restoration and Repair Fund?
********************
I guess if I had to put it plainly, why in the world would I leave money in my Last
Will and Testament to ANYONE except God, Christ’s Church, and my family? You know,
maybe I should send each of them this particular issue of the First and ForMOST! And,
then again, maybe not!
********************
The Lord Jesus said, “It is more blessed to give than to receive.” But, give to
whom? In many ways, Jesus leaves that decision to us. Sure, God commands us to tithe
10% of our earnings to His Church. But, that’s only 10%! What about the rest of it?
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I can promise you that, of all people, I will NOT answer that question for you or
anyone else! Rather, I’ll simply say what I know to be true. Your church needs your
prayerful, personal, and financial support. Financially, the future of FPCA has been
uncertain for many years. But, in terms of faith, worship, mission, and ministry, I could
not be prouder than I am of each and every one of you. Furthermore, to be absolutely
honest, I have never been as happy and as fulfilled as an ordained pastor than I am right
now. For that, I can only say that I love you all very, very much and I thank you for all
that you do for Jesus Christ and His Church.
So, let’s continue to keep FPCA going strong with our prayers…our hard
work…and, our financial support. And, if you want to leave something to FPCA in your
Last Will and Testament, just know that it will be over my dead body that ANYONE asks
you to leave everything to FPCA.
A simple tithe…10%...is all that God ever asks from us. So, that’s all I would ever
ask of myself or anyone else. Hey, if it’s good enough for God, then it’s good enough for
me!
Thank you and may God bless you all!
Your Friend and Pastor,

PREACHING SCHEDULE FOR SEPTEMBER 2018
September 2, 2018
Service of Holy Communion
Scripture Lesson: Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23
SERMON: “TRADITION OR IDOLATRY?”
Dr. Chris Looker, Preaching
September 9, 2018
Scripture Lesson: Mark 7: 31-39
SERMON: “MIRACLE OR NOT?”
Dr. Chris Looker, Preaching
September 16, 2018
The Rev. Bill Jokela, Preaching
September 23, 2018
Scripture Lesson: Mark 9:30-37
SERMON: “THE WAY TO HEAVEN MAY NOT BE WHAT YOU THINK IT IS!”
Dr. Chris Looker, Preaching
September 30, 2018
Stella Lee, Preaching

Page 4

FIRST and ForMOST

September 2018

MEET FELLOW CHRISTIANS
By Marta Strada
While working on the September issue of our newsletter, I discovered that the
great composer Antonin Dvořák was born on September 8, 1841. Let’s look at him as a
Christian.

Antonín Leopold Dvořák
1841-1904

Antonin Dvořák was born in a town near Prague on September 8. 1841, as the first
of nine children. His family members were butchers or innkeepers, and it was the
tradition that the first-born child continue his parents’ enterprises. His parents also
cultivated a flair for music in their children, brightening up the daily routine, as well as
providing them a way to earn some extra money on the side. But in Antonin Dvořák’s
case things were different. When Dvořák was only twelve years old, he learned to play
the organ, and as a young teenager he played on the organ during Mass and wrote his
first compositions. Thus, Dvořák never did learn to become a butcher or an innkeeper.
When Dvořák was 16 years old, he moved to Prague to get better instruction. He
had already composed two major works that were gaining in popularity – Prelude in D
major and Fugue in G minor. And, during the next nine years, Dvořák performed the
viola parts of compositions by Verdi, Meyerbeer, Donizetti and others at the Provisional
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Theatre. As he got older, the number of his compositions increased. He became well
known when his hymn “The Heirs of the White Mountain” was performed in 1873.
While Dvořák’s musical career grew, he had to face personal tragedies when he
lost three of his children. After the death of his first child he wrote the piano version of
perhaps his most celebrated work: Stabat mater. When he lost the other two children,
Dvořák used the mediaeval Latin text describing the Virgin Mary’s suffering as she
witnessed the Crucifixion of her Son, creating the famous orchestral version of Stabat
mater. This oratorio contributed significantly to the composer’s international celebrity
in years to come.
Dvořák wrote great pieces which only a good Christian believer could write. He
showed his musical skills not only in Bohemia. He traveled nine times to the British Isles.
There he wrote the oratorio Saint Ludmila for a festival in Leeds. When traveling to
Russia, he wrote the Mass in D major, The Luzany Mass. Other sacred works composed
by Dvořák are the Requiem, the Mass in D major, Te Deum, Psalm 149, Saint Ludmila,
and Biblical songs. In the 1890s, Dvořák came to the United States where he spent
three years as the director of the National Conservatory of Music of America. The
impact of the New World on Dvořák was enormous, and he produced a flurry of
"American" works.
Antonin Dvořák’s sacred pieces are evidence that we can see in this great
composer a true fellow Christian. He simply could not have composed them without
God’s help and a real faith in his heart.

Psalm 149
Praise the LORD.
Sing to the LORD a new song, his praise
in the assembly of his faithful people.
Let Israel rejoice in their Maker; let the
people of Zion be glad in their King.
Let them praise his name with
dancing and make music to him with
timbrel and harp.
For the LORD takes delight in his
people; he crowns the humble with
victory.
Let his faithful people rejoice in this
honor and sing for joy on their beds.

May the praise of God be in their
mouths and a double-edged sword in
their hands,
to inflict vengeance on the nations and
punishment on the peoples,
to bind their kings with fetters, their
nobles with shackles of iron,
to carry out the sentence written against
them— this is the glory of all his faithful
people.
Praise the LORD.
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BIG QEESTION
Does anyone have pictures or any kind of mementos from the 60th Anniversary of
the First Presbyterian Church of Annandale’s celebration? It will be great to have a
scrapbook commemorating this very special occasion.

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS
June 17, 2018
Dr. Chris Looker being on sabbatical leave, the Rev. Bill Jokela moderated the
meeting. He began with prayer and then offered a devotion on humble love, based on
Mark and the writings of Paul. Stella Lee, Director of Family Ministries, reported that the
Vacation Bible School, scheduled for July 9-12, needs volunteers. They will help with
crafts and snacks, as well as with greeting children and their parents. Merlin Berganza,
Director of our new Christian Childcare Center, began work on June 4, the official
opening day. She has developed schedules and learning activities and made emergency
plans. Two children are currently enrolled. She asks for our continuing prayers for the
childcare center. Roger Stevenson of the Buildings and Grounds Commission, shared his
research on the commercial 48” combination refrigerator/freezer needed for the
childcare center. Session agreed it should be purchased immediately. Shepherd’s Center
volunteers continued their painting of the hallways and stairways.

THE FPCA MEN’S BREAKFAST
First Presbyterian Church of Annandale
Saturday, September 1, 2018, at 8:30 AM in Room 105
Come One, Come All to this
GREAT FUN AND FELLOWSHIP EVENT!
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CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
Oh, what sweet communion
In God's only Son;
Loving Christian fellowshipHearts united as one;
Joined together in Christ,
Free from the state of sin,
Adoring the King of kingsOur very closest Friend.
One common purpose,

And one single goalTo glorify our Saviour
Till heavens gates unfold.
Lord, thank You for Christian
Fellowship
Uniting our hearts in love;
We pray You'd keep us ever close,
Till we reach our home above

"...if we walk in the light, as he is in the light,
we have fellowship one with another,
and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son
cleanseth us from all sin."
(I John 1:7)
NEW FELLOWSHIP GROUP
The First Presbyterian Church of Annandale plans to start the New Fellowship
Group in Fall 2018. This New Fellowship Group invites young adults, adults, and families
with kids, who want fellowship in Christ outside the church on Saturdays. This group
will do indoor and outdoor activities such as hiking, family potluck, daytrip to Lancaster,
PA, etc. If you are interested in panning and leading a special event for the new
fellowship group, please contact Stella Lee at 703-941-3300. We are planning to have
the fellowship group meet once a month on an available Saturday, and you are more
than welcome to invite your friends.
Stella Lee, Director of Family Ministries
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“SHIPWRECKED” VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL (JULY 9 – JULY12)
The “Shipwrecked” Vacation Bible School (“VBS”) was held at the FPCA from July 9
- July 12. About twenty children registered for the VBS and most of them were from
the FPCA’s neighborhood. They were new to the church, but quickly engaged in the
programs. They praised God with songs and motions, and they learned about God
though lessons, crafts, and games. The children learned how Jesus rescues themselves
in a variety of situations, when they are lonely, struggling, worry, and doing wrong.
Both children and parents were happy and satisfied with our programs, and some of
them have been attending our Sunday Worship Service on regular Sundays. Thanks to
all of you who prayed for the VBS, and special thanks to Carol Gage, Elisha Musih,
Florence Stevenson, and Nancy DeVera who volunteered during the VBS. Thank you so
much!
Stella Lee, Director of Family Ministries
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ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL
Good news! The interesting class will be led by Sandy Mori. The Wired Word, will
resume on Sunday, September 9th, at 11:30 am in room 105. Come, it is worth spending
time there!

NEW E-MAIL ADDRESS
Sandy Mori has a new email address: singingfooldog42@gmail.com.
THE SHEPHERD’S CENTER OF ANNANDALE SPRINGFIELD
OKTOBERFEST

Join the Shepherd's Center of Annandale Springfield for Oktoberfest on Saturday,
September 22nd, at the American Legion Bicentennial Post #1976, 4206 Daniels Ave.,
Annandale, VA. Come hear the Mount Vernon German Band from noon to 2:30. Enjoy
some homemade delicious German food.
Beer, wine, and coffee are for sale at the bar at great prices.
50/50 and door prize.
Open to the public. All are welcome to join in the day.
Tickets are sold in advance at $20 each. Call to register to SCAS at 703-941-1419
or send an email to shepherdscas@vacoxmail.com. Please send your check to the office
at 7610 Newcastle Dr., Annandale, VA 22003
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THE SHEPHERD'S CENTER OF ANNANDALE SPRINGFIELD
Part 1
"Seniors Helping Seniors"
The Shepherd's Center is an inter-faith non-profit, volunteer organization to serve
seniors (50+) in Annandale, Springfield, and parts of Alexandria. It was founded in 2004.
The office is in the First Presbyterian Church of Annandale and is open between 10:00
am and 1:00 pm.
Our main service is to provide free transportation for people who no longer driver
living in those areas to medical facilities during the week and shopping and banking trips
on weekends. To do this we need volunteers. Do you driver? Do you know someone
who may help out?
If so, the Shepherd’s Center of Annandale Springfield can use help. Drive people
Monday through Friday during the day within Fairfax County, Falls Church, Arlington,
and Alexandria.
For more details call 703-941-1419. Check out our website at shepherdsenterannandale.org.
Barbara Gatorian
Office Director
Shepherd's Center of Annandale-Springfield
703-941-1419

 ATTENTION!
Deadline for the October issue of FIRST and ForMOST is September 19, 2018. Please email your announcements and reports to the Editor, Marta Strada,
LUXI7777@verizon.net, or put them in the FIRST and ForMOST drawer in the church
office. Thank you.

