
  FIRST and ForMOST 
                                                                   First Presbyterian Church of Annandale                                                  March 2019 

 

 

FROM YOUR PASTOR 
 

 

 
 

Picture of the exact coin that Jesus held in His hand when He declared, “Render to 
Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to God the things that are God’s.”  

 (Mark 12: 17 - NRSV). 
  

 “They sent some Pharisees and followers of Herod to bait him, hoping to catch 

him saying something incriminating. They came up and said, “Teacher, we know you 

have integrity, that you are indifferent to public opinion, don’t pander to your students, 

and teach the way of God accurately. Tell us: Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar or not?” 

He knew it was a trick question, and said, “Why are you playing these games with 

me? Bring me a coin and let me look at it.” They handed him one. 

“This engraving—who does it look like? And whose name is on it?” 

“Caesar,” they said. 

Jesus said, “Give Caesar what is his, and give God what is His.” 

Immediately after hearing what Jesus said, their mouths hung open. They were 

speechless and utterly amazed.” (Mark 12:13-17 The Message (MSG)) 

 
******************************** 

 

It’s one of the most well-known quotes in all of history, “Render to Caesar the 

things that are Caesar’s, and to God the things that are God’s.”  (Mark 12: 17 - NRSV).  

So, as we once again approach April 15th, the day when all of us have to file our taxes, 

perhaps we might want to take a closer look at this particular verse from the Scriptures.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Tiberius,_Denar,_Lyon,_CNG.jpg
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In this passage, Jesus Christ makes the clearest delineation between that which is 

divine and that which is worldly.  Furthermore, during the time when Jesus made this 

statement, the Roman Caesar (in this case Tiberius), was ruling the Roman Empire.  As 

‘The Caesar’, he demanded that all those who were under his rule believe that he was the 

one and only god. 

 Of course, Jesus knew who was truly God.  He knew that the Creator and First 

Person of the Trinity was truly God.  He knew that He, the Savior and Second Person of 

the Trinity, was truly God.  And, He knew that the Holy Spirit, the Third Person of the 

Trinity, was truly God.  Furthermore, the Jewish people knew (or at least were supposed to 

know) who was truly God.   

So, anyone who attributed any divine status to a mere human being, such as Caesar, 

was breaking the First and Second Commandments: 

1. You shall have no other gods before the One True God, who led His people out of 

the land of Egypt; 

2. You shall not make or carve images of false gods, which are then falsely used as the 

objects of worship and praise.  This is an abomination and among the greatest of 

sins.  It shall not be tolerated because I am a jealous God. 

Accordingly, it is easily understood why the last two sentences of our Scripture 

pericope states, “Immediately after hearing what Jesus said, their mouths hung open. 

They were speechless and utterly amazed.”   
Why?   

Well, what is happening in this Scripture lesson is called SUBTLE SEDITION, by 

most Biblical Scholars.  And, Jesus was a master at it!  Subtle Sedition refers to scenes 

throughout the Gospels which were not overtly treasonous and would not have directly 

threatened Roman authorities, but which delivered political messages that first century 

Jewish audiences would have immediately recognized. 

In our passage for today, Jesus directly challenge those who are listening to Him to 

put God first in all things.   
It is no wonder that just as the Civil War was coming to a close and the end of the 

bloodiest war in American history was in sight, the United States Congress passed the Bill 

that permitted the United States Treasury to put the statement, “In God We Trust” on all 

of future currency minted in the United States.  And, it was President Abraham Lincoln 

who signed this Bill into law shortly before his assassination. 

We all know that everyone in the United States doesn’t always use money for good 

and righteous purposes.  And, we also know that there are times when we allow money to 

be our own false god.  Merely printing “In God We Trust” on a five-dollar bill or a 

quarter cannot assure, nor cause anyone to use that particular currency in a Godly way.  

And, we also know that there are a growing number of people and public officials who are 
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actively campaigning to remove any mention of God on public buildings, currency, oaths 

taken by people on the witness stand in trials, and in schools. 

This is a debate that will likely go on and on and on in our country.  But, at least 

for now, the words remain on our currency. 

So, as we prepare our income tax forms this coming April, will we be mindful that 

each and every cent that we pay in taxes has “In God We Trust” written on it?   

Will we even think about God as we prepare and pay our taxes?   

And, will we have the faith to believe that no matter what changes our Federal and 

State Governments make to the Tax Code, the “first fruits” and “tithes” that God asks 

from us to support His church should never be figured out on the basis of how many 

deductions we will receive or not receive? 

What we pay in taxes may be determined by our Federal and State governments.  

And, that is what Jesus meant when He stated the obvious, “Give Caesar what is his.” 

But all too often use the same worldly logic (not divine Word and Truth) to 

determine how much they “should” give to God’s Church.  To put it more simply, worldly 

laws and rules do not apply to God.  And, we, as people of faith who claim to put God first 

in all things, should NEVER follow the words of human beings when we prayerfully 

decide how much we should “give” to our church.   

For one thing, the Word of God clearly states that we are to tithe 10% of our income 

to Christ’s Church.  Whether we obey God as He instructs us to do this is up to us…it’s up 

to how much faith we have in God vs. how much faith we have in the world. 

Secondly, I have never met a person who tithes a full 10% to their church who was 

sad, poor (especially in spirit and faith), or angry all the time.  As a matter of fact, the 

people who I have met who are the happiest and most joy-filled are those who tithe 10% to 

their church or synagogue. 

 

************* 

 So, I guess is all comes down to whether or not we value and trust God more 

than we value and trust our governments and the words of mere human beings. 

 “Giving to Caesar what is Caesar’s” is something that we must do, as St. Paul 

writes in Romans 13: 1-7. 

 On the other hand, “Giving to God what is God’s” is something that we HAVE to 

do. 

 In many of our minds, we sincerely believe that the IRS is much more powerful than 

God.  Think about it?  If one doesn’t pay taxes, the IRS will not stop sucking money out of 

your bank accounts, houses, and business until every dime is paid with penalties and 

interest!  Now, if that’s not something to be afraid of, I don’t know what is! 

However, if we don’t tithe 10% of the income that God has allowed and caused us 

to earn, WHAT’S THE PENALTY?  We have a God of grace, love, and mercy.   

Unfortunately, it is easier to cheat God than it is to cheat the IRS! 
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But who wants to cheat God? 

Why would we want to cheat God or His Church? 

Do we even think about whether or not we are cheating God when we do not 

“render a full tithe to the Lord” (see Malachi 3: 7:14)? 

And, even if we are unable to give a full tithe to our church, do we think that God’s 

response will be as nasty as that of the IRS? 

I guess it shouldn’t surprise us that God is not as nasty or even as feared by us as the 

IRS.  Afterall, through Jesus Christ, God revealed to us not only what divine truth and 

justice is, but also what true love, mercy, forgiveness, and kindness is. 

 

****************** 

 

  Well, all the best to you as you prepare to file your taxes on April 15th!   

 And, if you think of it while you’re working hard to get those tax forms done, why 

don’t you take just a little time to think about what is printed on each and every penny you 

pay to the government in taxes: “In God We Trust”. 

   

                                                                     Your Pastor and Friend, 

 

PREACHING SCHEDULE FOR MARCH 2019 
 

March 3, 2019     Service of Holy Communion 

                                                                             The Rev. Bill Jokela, Preaching 

March 6, 2019     Ash Wednesday Service – 7:00 PM 

                                                                               The Rev. Bill Jokela, Officiant 

March 10, 2019                                                                   Stella Lee, Preaching 

March 17, 2019       Scripture Lesson:  Luke 13: 31-35 

                 “JESUS CARED TOO MUCH TO TURN BACK”  

                                                                                 Dr. Chris Looker, Preaching 

March 24, 2019      Scripture Lesson:  Luke 13: 6-9 (NRSV) 

 “THE ABSOLUTE WORST SIN IS…?” 

                                                                        Dr. Chris Looker, Preaching 

March 31, 2019      Family Worship Service  

                        Scripture Lesson:  2 Corinthians 5:17-21 (NRSV) 

“IT’S NOT FAIR, BUT IT’S TRUE” 

Dr. Chris Looker, Preaching 
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  HAPPY BIRTHDAY!   
 

  
 

 

 

 

ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE 
 

First Presbyterian Church of Annandale 

Wednesday, March 6, 2019 

7:00 p.m. 

Everyone is cordially invited to join in worship on Ash Wednesday as the solemn 

season of Lent begins. 

 

 

 

RON FREEMAN CHORALE  
 

Come and enjoy a great concert on March 24th, at 3:00 PM 

 

 

SHEPHERD’S CENTER SPECIAL EVENT 
 

Join us for lunch and to see The Shannon Dunne Dancers – Irish step dancing 

 

WHEN: Saturday March 30th, 12:00 noon to 1:30 PM 

WHERE: United Baptist Church, 7100 Columbia Pike, Annandale, VA 

COST: $15 (includes lunch and entertainment) All are welcome! 

REGISTRATION: Please call the office Monday through Friday between 10:00 am to 

1:00 pm. at 703-941-1419 or e-mail to shepherdscas@vacoxmail.com by Monday, March 

25th to reserve your seat. (Reservations and prepayment are required  Send your check 

to: SCAS, 7610 Newcastle Dr., Annandale, VA 22003 
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 THE LAW OF LIFE MISSION 
 

Greg Anderson is a cancer survivor. In 1984 he was literally given a death 

sentence by his doctors but Anderson knew that many people survive cancer. His 

writings generally focus on the common characteristics of cancer survivors. He sums 

up his approach to healthy living is his book entitled THE 22 (NON-NEGOTIABLE) 

LAWS OF WELLNESS: Feel, Think and Live Better Than You Ever Thought 

Possible.  

Please note that he is not just writing about surviving cancer but he is talking 

about the idea of “wellness” as it applies to all of life. The subtitle of this book is Feel, 

Think, and Live Better Than You Ever Thought Possible.  

He says that wellness is more than a “medical fix” but is a way of living – a 

lifestyle sensitive and responsive to all the dimensions of body, mind, and spirit, an 

approach to life we each design to achieve our highest potential for well-being now 

and forever. This reminds me of the words of Jesus who says, “...The thief does not 

come, except to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life, and that 

they may have it more abundantly.” John 10:10 (Modern English Version) 

The 16th chapter of Anderson’s book entitled THE LAW OF LIFE MISSION, 

states that each of us has a unique reason for being on this earth.  Anderson calls it our 

life mission. He says that if we have a purpose we have everything. In the early 1970’s 

our combined youth groups at Westminster by the Sea Presbyterian Church in 

Daytona Beach performed the Christian musical, “Purpose: A Contemporary Musical 

for Youth”. One of the songs was entitled “Do You Have a Purpose for Life”? The 

musical was written in 1968. Greg Anderson’s book came along almost 30 years later, 

not only asking the same question, but saying that having a purpose for life is essential 

for your personal wellness. He says, “If we intend to experience total wellness, 

discovering and following our unique purpose is mandatory!” 

He continues by lamenting that most people have no idea of what their life 

mission is. He says, “The typical person, busy living what looks like a productive life, 

may be as far away from her or his true life mission as north is from south. Yet all the 

time a marvelous plan lies hidden deep within. Millions upon millions of people have 

paid a high price for violating this law—always wondering, never fulfilled. Life 

satisfaction eludes them.” 



 

 

Page 7                                                       FIRST and ForMOST                                      March 2019 

 

Anderson continues his theme of stressing the importance of finding one’s life 

mission by saying that this law “…demands that the genius within each of us be 

released. The perfect plan does exist. We must search diligently and continuously until 

that plan is clear. Settle for anything less and we will be disappointed.” 

He declares,”The Law of Life Mission has power we don’t understand.” 

First he writes about his friend R who was diagnosed with metastatic lymphoma 

and whose pain was being managed by morphine. He was confined to his room. 

Anderson said that while visiting him he felt compelled to ask R about what his life 

mission was. When R appeared puzzled Anderson told him that R was a man of great 

wisdom and asked if he had shared any of his lessons learned with his grandchildren.  

Anderson continues, What happened next is something I have seen repeatedly in 

people who catch a vision of their mission. R’s face visibly brightened. His skin color 

went from ashen gray to vibrant pink. His whole demeanor began to make a shift. His 

posture changed: he’d been slumping over, and now he was sitting nearly erect in his 

chair. A smile came to his lips. He held his head high. He raised his arm as he spoke. 

“I could write letters,” he smiled. “That’s something I’m able to do.” 

Anderson says that R started his writing mission with each letter addressing one 

subject. The first was on persistence. The next, on the value of reading. Another, on 

how to handle failure. Anderson says as R continued over time he started feeling 

better and gradually needed less morphine. Finally, in a phone call R said to Anderson 

that he thought God had a plan for him in writing letters and said, “This is not labor, 

it’s play.” 

Here Anderson makes the observation, “One of the certain signs we’re living 

life ‘on purpose’ is that our labors are of such absorbing interest that they seem almost 

like play.  When we find time passing unusually quickly, we can be sure the activity in 

which we’re engrossed is related in some way to our purpose. “ 

He said that R called him about six months later and told him that he had 

twenty-three letters and that his health was the best it had been in two years.  He said 

that R continues to write and asked Anderson to help him contact a publisher because 

he thought he had a book in the making. 

Anderson mentions several other people who saw personal adversity, including 

illness, as a call to get their life back “on purpose,” closer to their life mission. He 
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includes himself here. Often people are so busy trying to please others and denying 

their own dreams in the process that they wind up living very unhappy lives.  He says, 

“The Law of Life Mission encompasses health, wealth, love, and a perfect expression 

of personal potential. Its achievement brings happiness. Big promises all, but not 

impossible.” He also adds that a mission is not synonymous with a goal but is 

fulfilled, continuously, in every moment. “Goals are only way stations along the road 

that is life’s mission” 

He addresses on how one determines their life mission and suggests beginning 

by writing one’s own personal mission statement. It’s your philosophy or creed that 

describes what you believe God wants you to do with your life. He credits Stephen 

Covey, the author of 7 Habits of Highly Effective People, for this procedure. “First, 

focus on what we want to be: our character. Next, consider what we want to do: our 

contributions and achievements. Finally, consider the values and principles upon 

which our character and contributions are based: our life’center.’”  

He writes about the importance of getting in touch with our life center, even if at 

first we don’t recognize it. In my words, it’s what’s really important to us. It could be 

family, friends, hobby, job, goals, possessions, church, self.  He asks, “What drives 

you? What is of prime importance?” 

He continues, “Answering these questions with sincerity is the core work of 

wellness. The Law of Life Mission demands this work of us. And from this effort flow 

the character and contributions of our lives.”  

He writes, “For me to feel the deep personal satisfaction of living life on 

purpose, I needed a sense that my unique life mission was inspired by God. Once I 

found that sense, I became seriously determined about pursuing the dream. And 

through that pursuit, I have found more fulfillment than I ever imagined. What is 

comes from what may be as well as what has been. Seek mission.” And finally, “The 

truth is that our highest and greatest well-being is dependent on giving and sharing. 

Mission is not about what comes back; it is about what goes out.” 

My next article will be on the second of the three Vocational  Laws, THE LAW  

OF PURPOSE THROUGH SERVICE    

 

Submitted by Bill Jokela, Parish Associate, FPCA 
 



 

 

Page 9                                                       FIRST and ForMOST                                      March 2019 

 

MEET FELLOW CHRISTIANS 

VIBILA PERPETUA 
By Marta Strada 

 

 
 

          Let’s meet Vibia Perpetua, a Christian martyr. She was a married noblewoman, 

born in 182 A.D. She is remembered as the author of “The Passion of Saints Perpetua and 

Felicity,” a diary in which she detailed her imprisonment and trial after her arrest as a 

Christian. 

 Perpetua, as a young mother, was drawn to the growing and vibrant Christian 

community in Carthage. However, after 201 A.D., the Roman emperor Septimius Severus 

forbade conversions to Christianity. Perpetua and four companions were arrested as they 

prepared for baptism. They refused to renounce their faith and were condemned to death. 

 In prison, Perpetua began her diary, describing her imprisonment, trial, and father’s 

plea to renounce her faith. She further described her arena ordeal, prison dreams, and 

visions of her entry into heaven. She gave this diary to a fellow Christian the night before 

her death; he finished it by describing her martyrdom on March 7, 203 A.D., emphasizing 

her voluntary acceptance of  death by sword. 

 For centuries, Perpetua’s diary was read annually in Carthage churches, praised 

alike by Christians and heretics. Two hundred years later, Augustine of Hippo wrote 

sermons commenting on Perpetua’s words. 

 When Captain James Cook discovered a headland on the coast of what is now 

Oregon, he named it Cape Perpetua Headland in honor of his discovery on March 7, 

1778, St. Perpetua’s Day. 

 Yes, Perpetua had a very proper name: the Latin means eternal. Like one standing 

on the shore of the ocean, looking out on endless beauty, we, as Christians, can embrace 

the eternal life God has promised through Jesus Chris, our Lord. 
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LET US WORSHIP TOGETHER 

 
Dear FPCA church members, Friends of church, and FPCA childcare parents,  

 

I am thrilled to invite you to our Family Worship Service on 5th Sunday of March!  God, 

our wonderful Creator, allowed us to have a family on the earth, not letting us alone.  

God also called us as one church family in Christ and share a life for one another.  It is 

our privilege to worship with our babies, children, and the youth together.  Teaching 

Bible to children and raising them in church is important mission that Jesus bestows upon 

us.  Jesus invites children to His ministry, saying “Let the children come to me. Don’t 

stop them! For the Kingdom of Heaven belongs to those who are like these children.”  

The church cannot exist for a long period without the next generation.  I am not afraid to 

say that the church without children does not have much hope.  On the fifth Sunday of 

March, the 31st, Dr. Chris Looker and I would like to create a kid-friendly worship 

environment for young families.  All ages of people will present and sing a familiar song 

together.  In addition, children or the youth will actively participate in the worship service 

on that special day!  Let us praise and worship God together beyond ages!  We are all 

beloved children of God.  I hope to see you all!  

 

Family (Intergenerational) Worship Service 

Date: Sunday March 31st 

Time: 10:00 AM 

Place:  Main Sanctuary (7610 Newcastle Dr. Annandale, VA 22003) 

 

 

Stella Lee,  

Director of Family Ministries  
 

 

THE FPCA MEN’S BREAKFAST 

First Presbyterian Church of Annandale  
Saturday, March 2, 2019 at 8:30 AM in Room 105 

Come One, Come All to this  
GREAT FUN AND FELLOWSHIP EVENT! 
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LET THE CHILDREN COME TO ME 
 

Introducing CCC Director Ms. Merlin Berganza 

 

 
Ms. Merlin Berganza, Director CCC 

 

 Meet Ms. Merlin Berganza, Director of the Christian Childcare Center here in the 

First Presbyterian Church of Annandale. Many people know her name, but have not 

realized she is that smiling blur moving at warp speed along the hall. Others know her 

face, but not her name. She is well worth knowing! 

 Ms. Merlin Berganza is originally from Guatemala, having emigrated to the U.S. 

seventeen years ago. She graduated from a local high school here in Northern Virginia 

and then completed 2 degrees in Early Childhood Education at NOVA.  

 When her daughter was two years old, Merlin wanted to stay home with her, so 

had the brilliant idea to start her own childcare business. It worked! When her son was 

born a few years later, she was able to continue to combine work with motherhood and 

provide loving care for her own 2, plus a number of other children. 

  As plans were being made for a childcare center here at FPCA, Merlin’s name 

came up for consideration as a possible director to organize it. She was already a church 

member and cared for children in the nursery during the Sunday morning worship 

service. 

 Some expressed doubt: Merlin was so young and was not experienced in dealing 

with the large numbers of children and teachers the church hoped to have in a childcare 

center one day. However, Merlin was so strong in her belief that God wanted this 

childcare center to thrive that she offered to take no pay at all, should the funds set aside 

for it prove insufficient. This was Faith in action! 
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 Last June, the FPCA-Christian Childcare Center opened to little fanfare and no 

children at all. That first month was difficult, but Merlin worked diligently every day, 

knowing in her heart that God would send children in God’s own time. She created lesson 

plans for every expected age group, planned activities, made teacher schedules, set up 

emergency routes with signage, painted classrooms in child-friendly colors, purchased 

cribs, changing tables, and other equipment, and generally prepared the entire center to 

receive children, whenever God would choose to send them. 

 By month’s end, five families had children enrolled, but none wanted to be the first 

to attend. People like to see lots of children at play, and our rooms were quiet and empty. 

Early in July, however, with Merlin’s encouragement, everyone took the plunge: 

suddenly the childcare center had babies, as well as the teachers to care for them. Merlin 

had even more to handle then: from filling in for teachers as needed to keep the required 

ratio of teachers to babies, to re-scheduling teachers’ hours to fit their changing schedules 

and preferences, to her own office work, to researching and ordering the popular Mother 

Goose Christian Education curriculum. 

 Merlin and a volunteer Task Force had envisioned a perfect childcare center, with 

a set number each of infants, toddlers, older toddlers, and pre-preschoolers. God had 

other plans: while God sent a few toddlers, apparently infants were the Plan. Merlin 

quickly ordered more cribs and set up a second room devoted to infants. 

 By January 2019, six months after the first babies arrived, both infants’ rooms 

were filled to capacity, with 8 cribs in each. Merlin then set about turning the choir 

rehearsal room into a third infants’ room, with provision for 12 infants. This opened in 

February and is filling quickly. Of course, more infants (and toddlers) meant more 

teachers needed to be hired. Merlin laughed and commented, “Every time we hire a new 

teacher, God sends 4 more infants!” (The required ratio of teachers to infants is 1 to 4.) 

 Merlin has settled into her director’s role as if she has been doing it all her life. She 

has such a friendly approach to everyone, from children to teachers to parents, that she 

keeps the whole childcare center in a positive and loving mood. She is reasonable, 

thoughtful, and careful in her planning and in her dealings with her staff. She praises 

easily, but if correction or teaching is needed, she takes care of it immediately, in a quiet 

and effective manner. 

 Merlin’s daily schedule is always unpredictable: while she has so-called “set” 

hours of work, she often appears early and stays late, depending on where she is needed. 

She fills in for teachers to help them in their own schedules; she changes diapers, feeds 

babies, and prepares lunch. She always has time to listen to her staff and others, and has 

proven herself to be a wise and steady listener. As she says, “I listen, and then I take the 

thought home to digest and to pray over. Then I can make a good decision.” This is very 

effective in handling the many decisions she must make about childcare policy and in 

keeping the several teachers working harmoniously together.  
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 Ms. Merlin Berganza is truly the driving force behind the entire Christian 

Childcare Center. While she has the support of our pastor, the volunteer Task Force, and 

other volunteers, as well as the entire teaching staff, it is she who supplies such vitality to 

the childcare center and she who gives parents the confidence to entrust their precious 

children to our care. 

 Now that you know Ms. Merlin Berganza better, feel free to give her your thanks 

and encouragement next time you see her! We are so very fortunate to have her here. 

 

Cass Goodland 

Reporter 

OF SUCH IS THE KINGDOM OF GOD 
 

 Toddlers get the limelight this month: they are all quickly developing so many new 

skills and are demonstrating so much self-confidence. It’s as if each one has had a mental 

growth spurt. They are such fun to get to know. 

 Here’s a darling little girl, her shining dark hair bobbed short’n’swingy, who greets 

people she knows with outstretched arms and a huge grin, flying into their arms, totally 

confident she will be caught and hugged (which she is). She’s ever so generous, offering 

any toy she holds for a visitor’s inspection. She’s a great pretend-tea maker, too, and 

eager to offer a cuppa! Air tea is remarkably tasty, taken with a friend like this. 

 One little boy surprised us after Christmas break with a “big boy” haircut when we 

had been so used to his luxurious mop of curls. Whether it is his new haircut, his big new 

stuffed toy, or simply his growing accustomed to us, he has begun to talk freely with 

everyone, no longer shy. He has so many “cute” expressions, too: from batting his 

eyelashes as he glances upward out of the corner of an eye, to looking down as if 

suddenly shy, then beaming at us. He knows how effective that is. Hugs all around! 

 Here’s a young fellow who has suddenly taken a leap in leadership and verbal 

skills. He puts together real sentences and has lots of meaningful questions, too. While he 

enjoys leading other children into mischievous doings (it’s fun to flick tiny pellets of 

bread onto a fellow diner’s plate), once he’s guided to better play, he gathers followers 

with his radiant personality. He creates a cohesive group which can play with great 

friendliness. 

 We are so very fortunate to have wonderful children enrolled here at our FPCA 

Christian Childcare Center.  I enjoy every moment I am with them, for they are a blessing 

in every way. Truly, “. . . of such is the Kingdom of God.” 

 

Carol Gage 

Volunteer 
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A BIT ABOUT A BOOK 
 

(An unsolicited article about a book which, while scientific, confirms Faith) 

 Neil deGrasse Tyson is an astrophysicist with the American Museum of Natural History 

in New York City, where he also serves as director of the Hayden Planetarium. He has a 

PhD. in astrophysics from Columbia. 

  

Neil deGrasse Tyson caught my attention with his preface to “Astrophysics for 

People in a Hurry,” explaining that he offers his slim volume to those who seek a brief 

but meaningful introduction to the field, but who are too busy for classes, textbooks, or 

documentaries. Further, Chapter 1, The Greatest Story Ever Told, begins with the 

biblical, “In the beginning . . . .”  What better way to begin? 

 In the beginning, nearly 14 billion years ago, all the energy of the known universe 

was contained in a very small space: contained in a volume less than one-trillionth the 

size of the period at this sentence’s end. Tyson’s entire book contains such comparisons. 

He uses common knowledge and examples to help the reader comprehend what is tiny, 

large, or fast. 

Take, for example, his chapter on the periodic table of elements, The Cosmos on 

the Table. He comments that a pound of plutonium will generate ten-million kilowatt 

hours of heat energy, enough to power an incandescent lightbulb for 11,000 years. Or, he 

adds, it would do the same for a human being, if only we ran on nuclear fuel. 

 Reading this book could make one feel quite insignificant, but Tyson never uses 

that approach. Instead, he points out the wonder involved in learning about our galaxy 

and about the billions of other galaxies moving in their proper paths in the vast reaches of 

outer space. As he moves from explanations of dark matter and dark energy to our ever-

expanding universe, he throws in tidbits of humorous comparison to keep his topics 

lively. 

 In closing, deGrasse Tyson asks readers to stay curious about the cosmos. He 

points out that should curiosity and discovery ever end, so would all enlightenment. 

While he sticks to scientific thought, everything he has written in this small book secures 

my faith in God’s handiwork. Perhaps you might find this book for yourself (Fairfax 

County Public Library) and see if it enriches your own faith. 

 

Bookworm 

    ATTENTION! 
Deadline for the April issue of FIRST and ForMOST is March 20, 2019. Please e-mail 
your announcements and reports to the Editor, Marta Strada, LUXI7777@aol.com, or put 
them in the FIRST and ForMOST drawer in the church office.  Thank you! 


