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FROM YOUR PASTOR
“When Jesus reached the Caesarea-Philippi district he asked his disciples a
question. ‘Who do people say the Son of Man is?’
‘Well, some say John the Baptist,’ they told Him. ‘Some say Elijah, others
Jeremiah or one of the prophets.’
‘But what about you?’ He said to them. ‘Who do you say that I am?’
Simon Peter answered, ‘You? You are Christ, the Son of the living God!’
‘Simon, son of Jonah, you are a fortunate man indeed!’ said Jesus, ‘for it was not
your own nature but My Heavenly Father who has revealed this truth to you! Now I tell
you that you are Peter (which literally means ‘rock’) and it is on the truth that is as solid
as rock, the truth which you have spoken, that I will call many disciples out of this world
to be My disciples. And, those who are called by Me to be My disciples will be known as
the Ecclesia. The powers of death will never prevail against My Ecclesia. To you and
My Ecclesia I will give the keys of the kingdom of Heaven. Whatever you forbid on
earth will be what is forbidden in Heaven and whatever you permit on earth will be what
is permitted in Heaven!’”
(Matthew 16: 13-19)
**********
Have you ever wondered what the original Koine Greek word is used for
“Church” in the Bible? You might be surprised to learn that this is a more complicated
question to answer than you would think!
The word that is commonly translated as “Church” is ἐκκλησίᾳ, (“ekklesia”),
which translated literally means, “those called out of the world and to”.
So, how does a word like “ecclesia” get translated into the word “Church”? Also,
why did those who were inspired by the Holy Spirit to write the holy words of Scripture
use the word “ecclesia” to denote the “Church”?
In contemporary English, the word “church” comes through German and Latin from
the Greek “kuriakon”, which means “that which belongs solely to the Lord.” Now, the
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adjective form of the word “kuriakon” is “kuriakos”, which literally means, “of the
Lord”.
Those who translated the New Testament Greek into Latin and then into German
and English eventually decided to combine the meanings of the Koine Greek words
“ekklesia” and “kuriakon” into the words “Kirche” (German) and “Kirk” (Scottish).
And, it is from these two words, “Kirche” and “Kirk”, that the English word “church”
emerged and was included in the earliest English translations of the Bible.
So, in the end, the word that we read as “Church” in the Bible (which is “ekklesia”
and appears 114 times in the New Testament) literally means “those who are called out of
the world and to/into Jesus Christ, so that they belong totally and solely to the Lord and
are of the Lord.” Now, I know that this is a real mouthful! But, just think about the
incredible meaning, power, and majesty of the word that we commonly refer to simply as
“church”. Think about the incredible sacrifice that one has to make in order to be
considered in the literal sense as a “member of the church”! A “member” of the
“church”/ “ecclesia” is a person who lives in the world but who is not of the world.
As St. John writes,
“Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the
love of the Father is not in them. Everything that is in the world—the craving for
whatever the body feels, the craving for whatever the eyes see, and the arrogant pride in
one’s possessions—is not of the Father but is of the world. And the world and its
cravings are passing away, but the person who does the will of God remains forever.”
(1 John 2:15-17 – CEB)
So, what is the Church?
The original Church was an autonomous body of believers in the Messiah, Jesus
Christ, who were called out of the world of Judaism and Romanism by God to come
together into a separate community under Christ’s Lordship. Those original Christians
would bow down to no other king than Jesus. They would obey the rules of the nation so
long as those rules did not directly conflict with their obedience to Jesus, their ultimate
King. This is why the original Christians often ran into trouble with the rulers of their day,
whether it be the Jewish Sanhedrin or later kings and rulers. The original Christians were
arrested, crucified, and martyred because they recognized and served only One King, Jesus
Christ the Messiah, and not Caesar.
Unfortunately, things have not changed very much for today’s Church. In most
countries of our present-day world, the Church is considered the enemy of the state.
Christians are persecuted, imprisoned, tortured, and murdered by the thousands every year.
However, in most Western democracies (which only equals about 1/10th of the total of 7.3
billion people on earth…some 730,000,000 people) Christians are able to live mostly
without the fear of persecution. So, on the whole, Western democracies do not fear or
outlaw Christians simply because they worship Jesus Christ.
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*******************

1)
2)
3)
4)

We live in a wonderful country that allows and provides Churches with countless
wonderful opportunities to have the most positive influence on communities nationwide.
We are guaranteed in our Constitution that our government shall “make no law respecting
an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof…” We are also
guaranteed that our government shall never make any laws that, “abridge the freedom of
speech” or restrict the rights “of the people peaceably to assemble.”
These unalienable rights given to us by God and guaranteed to us by our Constitution
are what makes it possible for “churches” to flourish and grow here in the United States.
But, what happens when a church is unable to figure out how to grow…even though it is
located in the freest and most advantageous place to grow on earth? Well, it does a Mission
Study.
When a church does an exhaustive Mission Study, its people examine every single
ministry and mission that is being practiced by the church’s members, every dollar that is
spent on those missions and ministries, and the amount of time that it takes to accomplish
those missions and ministries. In addition, a demographic study of the area where the
church is located (out to a 5-mile circular radius).
Then, once the church studies the demographic data of the area where the church is
located, the church will begin to ask the following questions:
Do all the members of our church fully understand all aspects of our church’s history and
how our history affects our current and future possibilities?
What are our core values as a church? What really matters to us? What makes us unique
among the churches in our area?
What hopes and dreams do we have for our church in the future? Where is God leading
us? What would our church look like if our hopes and dreams are not realized?
How do we most clearly and concisely express our church’s Mission and Vision for the
future?
I really look forward to working with all of you on this new Mission Study. By working
together on this, I believe that we will develop a better understanding not only of where
our church is at the present time, but where God is leading us in the near and long-term
future.
Your Pastor and Friend,
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PREACHING SCHEDULE FOR JULY/AUGUST 2019
July 7, 2019
Service of Holy Communion
Dr. Chris Looker, Preaching
July 14, 2019
The Rev. Bill Jokela, Preaching
July 21, 2019
Dr. Chris Looker, Preaching
July 28, 2019
Dr. Chris Looker, Preaching

August 4, 2019
Service of Holy Communion
Dr. Chris Looker, Preaching
August 11, 2019
Dr. Chris Looker, Preaching
August 18, 2019
The Rev. Bill Jokela, Preaching
August 25, 2019
Dr. Chris Looker, Preaching

THE LAW OF GRATITUDE
By Bill Jokela
Greg Anderson is a cancer survivor, told by his doctor in 1984 that he had 30 days
to live. He overcame his cancer and started Cancer Recovery Foundation.
He sums up his approach to healthy living and total wellness in THE 22 (NONNEGOTIABLE) LAWS OF WELLNESS: Feel, Think and Live Better Than You Ever
Thought Possible. In Law Number 20, LAW OF GRATITUDE, Anderson shares how he
came to understand the significance of gratitude through two personal experiences. One
was a letter he received from a friend in prison, after Anderson had written him,
complaining. His friend pointed out that, compared to his situation in jail, Anderson was
looking at life through the eyes of ingratitude.
By contrast, Anderson says that John Robert McFarland, in, Now That I Have
Cancer, I am Whole, gives a penetrating insight into gratitude-based thinking: "I’m so
grateful I never have bad days. I have nauseated days and frightened days. Tired days
and hurting days. . . . Silent days and alone days. Mouth-sore days and swollen-hand
days. . . . Rainy days and sunny days. . . . But no bad days. I’m so grateful.”
Anderson adds that McFarland is teaching the Law of Gratitude. “…Every time
you have a negative thought, counter it with gratitude. Problems, negativity, even disease are transformed by the sincere application of this law.”
He expands on this: phoning his friend in jail, he thanked him for “opening his
eyes,” and explained how God had given him so many opportunities to help others. He
thanked his friend for helping him get the proper perspective. He asked himself, “If I feel
grateful, how can I act grateful?” He tested the Law of Gratitude by expressing his
appreciation to his wife for her love and support; he thanked her for always starting their
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days with a hug and a kiss. He thanked her for changing the way they cooked to shift
toward a more vegetarian diet. His expressions were true gratitude, not flattery.
Anderson continued this work of gratitude in all the key areas of his life: health,
career, finances, relationships, and spiritual work. He expressed his deep gratitude to
God, recognizing God as the source of all that is good. The more he contemplated his
blessings, the more he felt a sweeping change in his emotional and spiritual outlook. He
was taking charge of his expression of gratitude and it was changing his
entire being. “The wellness path requires us to embrace a proactive expression of sincere
gratitude.” Try it!

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!
JULY

AUGUST
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THE POTTER’S HOUSE MINISTRY
“Summertime an’ the livin’ is easy, fish are jumpin’ an’ the cotton is high . . .”
--"Porgy and Bess” musical
For summer, the Potter’s House takes a little break: no classes are on the schedule
(though all are still most welcome to come and “play clay”); life relaxes, and teacher and
student alike take time to practice new techniques and perfect the tried-and-true ones.
Dr. Chris Looker, our instructor and head potter, is looking ahead to our having
another silent auction and pottery show in late autumn. He has been throwing lidded
casserole dishes and plans to have a number of them ready for display at the show. Firm
plans will be made later, as it seems best to plan a show around wares already made,
rather than try to produce a large number of items in haste at the last minute.
Several people, church members and church neighbors, have expressed interest in
attending pottery classes this fall. We would like to offer a beginners’ class, in which
students learn good throwing technique along with other pottery basics. Then, if people
are interested, an additional class could be added to take students from the basic bowl
shape on to the vase, mug, and even a lidded casserole dish.
If you are interested in such classes, or know of someone who might be, please let
Carol Gage know.
As always, if you’d like to come “play clay,” let us know, so someone will be in
the Potter’s House on any Wednesday, from 10:00 a.m. to noon. We’d love to see you
there! Solitary pottery making is great, but “the more the merrier” is true, too.
Clay Whisperer
Know how to make a small fortune in pottery? Yup, start with a large fortune!

BENEVOLENCES
A $1,000 donation is being made from FPCA’s Emergency Mission Fund to help
build houses in Guatemala for widows there with children, many left homeless or with
inadequate housing after last year’s volcanic disaster.
Donations are also being made to ACCA (Annandale Christian Community for
Action); Bethany House (for women and children who are victims of domestic abuse);
JOY (Christmas offering), and One Great Hour of Sharing (Easter offering).
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2019

What is special about Summer Vacation Bible School this year? This year, we
would like to invite our 2-4 year old children in FPCA Christian Childcare Center to FPCA
Vacation Bible School. We understand that they are still young, but we want to offer the
toddlers in our childcare center the opportunity to participate in a few of the programs in
VBS (Bible storytelling, songs, and crafts).
Parents, If your child is 4-years-old or older, please complete the registration
form here, www.fpcannandale.org/vbs. Due to space issues, we are limiting the number of
children, so please register as early as possible!
If your child is under 4-years-old, please email your permission to Jennifer Stoy,
Director of FPCA CCC, by Monday July 8th. The FPCA CCC childcare givers will be with
the toddlers during VBS.
Note: Your child must have parent’s permission to participate in VBS activities.

WHAT : “Miraculous Mission: Jesus Saves the World”
WHEN : Monday, July 15 – Thursday, July 18 (9:30 AM – 12:00 PM)
WHERE: First Presbyterian Church of Annandale
(7610 Newcastle Drive Annandale, VA 22003)
AGE : Preschool – 6th grade
If you have any questions, please call Stella Lee, Director of Family
Ministries, at 703-941-3300, or email her at office@fpcannandale.org.
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OF SUCH IS THE KINGDOM OF GOD
It was difficult to choose the three children in the Christian Childcare Center for
this issue. Each child is precious: loving, cute, and adorable.
One tiny little girl I “talk with” likes to lie in a bouncy chair, wide awake, with her
pacifier in her mouth. She seems not to have a care in the world. One afternoon, as she
listened solemnly to me, she suddenly found something about me most amusing, smiled
broadly, and lost her paci. She didn’t cry, but only looked blank, as if to say, “What’s
missing?!” Pacifier back in mouth, she was once again her benevolent, benign self. She’s
a darling!
Another little girl, some months older than my pacifier chum, is full of charm, too.
She’s a hugger, that girl! When Miss Jennie picks her up, she wraps her arms around
Miss Jennie’s neck, pulling herself as close as she can get, hugging, hugging. Clinging
thus, she looks absolutely blissful: Life needs nothing more than such security.
The third little girl has recently moved to the “big toddlers” room. She’s enthralled
with all the space: space to run, space to throw a ball or soft toy, space to play with all the
fascinating “big toddler” toys. She has little time for me, unless she needs a cuddle: she’s
very busy exploring, and eating snacks at snack time.
We all love these babies, toddlers, and older children in our Christian Childcare
Center so very much. It bears repeating that we are daily grateful to be entrusted with
them, entrusted to care for them in a loving, healthy environment, and entrusted to
nurture them all in God’s precious Love.
Carol Gage
Volunteer

INDEPENDENCE DAY POTLUCK
Enjoy a potluck lunch on Independence Day, July 4, 2019, from Noon to 1:30 p.m. in the
FPCA sanctuary. Bring a dish to share, along with a good appetite. All are welcome!
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LET THE CHILDREN COME TO ME
Exciting events keep happening here in our Christian Childcare Center! Ms.
Jennifer Stoy, Director of the CCC, is happy to announce the recent hiring of Ms. Carlyn
Bradford as CCC Lead Teacher.
Some readers might wonder why the CCC needs a lead teacher, when we already
have such competent childcare givers, women who work with the toddlers on crafts and
learning activities daily. A lead teacher adds new dimensions to the children’s field of
learning. She has been trained in, and thus is knowledgeable about, the developmental
levels and skills of each age-group of children (we currently have toddlers and young
people from two to four years of age, with widely ranging developmental skills). She
develops a long-term set of goals, enhanced by monthly and weekly sets of activities and
goals. She tracks each child’s progress and re-directs learning activities as needed to help
each child. Ms. Bradford is an experienced master of what needs to be accomplished. She
has both time and expertise to guide our toddlers to new levels of learning as they grow
in Christian love.
As this issue of the newsletter goes to press, Ms. Bradford is beginning her first
day as Lead Teacher for the toddlers. As she explained in an interview last week, she
anticipates engaging with each of the toddlers as they grow in wisdom, knowledge, and
the Love of God. Ms. Bradford is looking forward to meeting and getting to know the
parents of the toddlers, too. She will be using the lessons in the excellent Mother Goose
Curriculum with Christian emphasis.
Ms. Bradford is not new to the field of childcare. She comes to us with some eight
years of experience in early childhood development, has worked as an Outdoor Education
Instructor, and is a Certified Childcare Professional.
Everyone associated with the CCC feels very fortunate that Ms. Carlyn Bradford
has come to share her learning, joie de vivre, and love of God with us.
Staff Reporter

NATIONAL NIGHT OUT
FPCA will host its first ever National Night Out on Tuesday, August 6, 2019, from
7:00-9:00 p.m., in the church parking lot. Everyone is welcome to attend this low-key,
neighborhood event to promote safety and encourage neighbors to get acquainted with
their neighbors.
If you are unaware of this event, begun in 1984, and held nationwide on the first
Tuesday of August (except in Texas, when it’s held in October), you might want to learn
more online with a simple search of “National Night Out.”
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SESSION HIGHLIGHTS
June 16, 2019
Dr. Chris Looker opened the stated meeting on June 16, 2019, with prayer, praying
that we dare to ask God to send visitors and new members to our church. He prayed for
God’s continued help with the Christian Childcare Center.
Elder Jennifer Stoy officially assumed her role as Director of the Christian
Childcare Center (CCC) June 14, 2019, following extensive planning with former
Director Ms. Merlin Berganza, whose resignation was also effective June 14, 2019.
Director Jen Stoy announced the hiring of Lead Teacher Ms. Carlyn Bradford, who will
begin work on June 24, 2019. The CCC continues to grow and has nearly 40 children
enrolled.
Director of Family Ministries Stella Lee reported that plans for the
Intergenerational Family Worship service on June 30, 2019, are progressing well.
Toddlers from the CCC will participate by singing during the service.
The First Korean Presbyterian Church of Virginia (FKPCV) has formally divided
into two congregations. Pastor Choi and his congregation will remain here, while the
second group will leave.
A Stewardship and Operating Budget Ad Hoc Committee was formed to plan for
the upcoming Stewardship Campaign in the fall. Members include Elders Nancy DeVera,
Carol Gage, and Richard Stoy, and Administrative Assistant Stella Lee.
Benevolence abounds: contributions from the appropriate budget accounts are
being transferred to ACCA (Annandale Christian Community for Action), Bethany
House, the Joy Offering (Christmas), and One Great Hour of Sharing (Easter). Funds
from the Emergency Mission Fund will go to help build houses for needy widows with
children in Guatemala.
The annual Independence Day Potluck Lunch is planned for July 4, 2019, from
Noon to 1:30 p.m. All are welcome to enjoy this time of fellowship.
Dr. Looker closed the meeting with prayer, thanking God for Father’s Day, for
fathers, and for our family here on earth. He thanked God even more for God’s family,
for without God, we would have no hope. He asked that the members and guests of the
session go safely into the world, with God in the forefront of our minds as we go.
Carol Gage
Clerk of Session
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MEET FELLOW CHRISTIANS
Stanley Hauerwas and Michael Cromartie
by Marta Strada

Stanley Hauerwas

Michael Cromartie

Many consider Stanley Hauerwas to be one of the world's most influential living
theologians. In 2001 Time magazine even named him "America's Best Theologian".
Stanley Hauerwas was born on July 24, 1940, in Dallas, Texas, the son of a bricklayer.
He attended Pleasant Mound Methodist Church, and, at 15, presented himself for
ministry at a Sunday night worship service. Hauerwas received a Bachelor of Arts degree
in 1962 from Southwestern University. He earned his Doctor of Philosophy degrees
from Yale University and was awarded an honorary Doctor of Divinity degree from
the University of Edinburgh. Hauerwas taught at Augustana College in Rock
Island, Illinois, then, joined the faculty at the University of Notre Dame in 1970. He
taught theological ethics at Duke University until his 2013 retirement. He still writes and
speaks at Duke as a senior research fellow. In 2014, he was appointed to a chair in
theological ethics at the University of Aberdeen. Hauerwas’ life has been a credit to
Jesus Christ’s Church.
Michael Cromartie was born in Charlotte, N.C. on July 13, 1950. As a teenager,
embraced Christianity as an objector to the Vietnam War. He was an active participant of
the Faith Angle Forum, which aims to strengthen reporting and commentary on how
religious convictions and moral arguments affect American politics and public life. In a
political arena, often dominated by competition, Cromartie offered a friendlier and
humbler approach. A former White House faith adviser described Cromartie as “one of
Christianity's principal ambassadors in Washington, [representing] Jesus with joyful
confidence.”
Michael Cromartie is remembered for his integrity, friendship, and bridge-building
between Christians and the media. He died of cancer at 67, at home in Arlington, VA.
John Stonestreet, president of the Colson Center for Christian Worldview, described
Cromartie: “Cromartie was a voice of clarity and reason, thoughtfulness and moral
judgment. He brought people together in the best of ways.”
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A BIT ABOUT A BOOK
Dandelion wine? Dandelion wine! Dandelion wine? Yes, yes, resoundingly, YES!
Yes, for Ray Bradbury’s “Dandelion Wine,” the superb summer tale of a boy’s discovery
of Life (with a capital “L”) in the sleepy summer days of 1928, in a small town in Illinois.
Douglas Spalding is 12 that summer of 1928 and discovers, Glory Hallelujah, that
he’s ALIVE early in the novel. Alive in a way he has never realized before, and this
knowledge transforms his entire summer. As Doug frolics and wends his way through
green-apple-eating season, wild-berry-picking with Dad and younger brother, as well as a
host of other knowledge-bearing episodes, he also comes to grips with Death. As he had
never really considered Life, neither had he thought much about death until this summer.
Meeting it at second-hand, and then nearly succumbing to it himself, he is alternately
curious, terrified, and, finally, somewhat satisfied that he has come to terms with the idea
of death and, even, the possibility that he, too, will one day die. It’s a sobering thought at
twelve, a maturing thought.
“Dandelion Wine” is a perennial favorite of mine, conjuring annual summer
images of quiet, firefly-lit evenings on porches and heady days of midwestern heat,
adventure, and . . . dandelion blossoms. While its purpose does not focus overtly on God
as our Loving Father, every event in the book leads my mind to that single thought. It’s
wonderful! You might enjoy it yourself, one of these “lazy, hazy, crazy days of summer.”
Bookworm

NEW LIBRARY BOOKS
The Rev. Bill Jokela recently donated 2 copies of Greg Anderson’s “The 22 (NonNegotiable) Laws of Wellness: Feel, Think, and Live Better Than You Ever Thought
Possible” to the FPCA library. Bill has written a number of newsletter articles based on
this book.

REST IN PEACE
Former FPCA member Ted Smith “went into the Light” on June 3, 2019. His family has
held a private service for him.
R.I.P.
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SHEPHERD’S CENTER NEWS
SCAS Lunch N' Life
Thursday, July 25 , 11:30 am-1:00 pm
Hope Lutheran Church, 4604 Ravensworth Road, Annandale, VA
Elaine Flynn portrays "The Four Wives of Hemingway."
All welcome! $10 includes lunch and program
Make reservations by Monday, July 22, 2019.
th

Thursday, August 22nd, 11:30 am-1:00 pm
Ravensworth Baptist Church 5100 Ravensworth Road., Annandale, VA
Maddie Sharpe talks about Medicare.
All welcome! $10 includes lunch and lecture
Make reservations by Monday, August 19, 2019.
AARP Smart Driver Course
Monday and Tuesday, August 5-6, 9:00 am-1:00pm (Attend both days for certificate)
AARP members: $15; Others: $20
Seating limited; make reservations now.
Coffee and snacks provided
Day Trip
September 12th, 2019, 10:00 am: board bus
National Security Agency’s National Cryptologic Museum; Annapolis Junction,
Maryland
Bus leaves United Baptist Church, 7100 Columbia Pike, Annandale. Lunch on your own
All welcome! $25 for transportation and tour.
Make reservations.
For all events, call the SCAS office: 703-941-1419 or email
shepherdscas@vacoxmail.com
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THE FPCA MEN’S BREAKFASTS
First Presbyterian Church of Annandale
Saturdays: July 6, and August 3, 2019
8:30 AM, Room 105
Come One, Come All
GREAT FUN AND FELLOWSHIP!

BOOK CLUB
Tuesday, July 2, 2019, 1:00 p.m., library.
We will discuss “Patchwork Planet” by Anne Tyler
Tentatively: Tuesday, August 6, 2019, library; book choice to be determined.
We welcome new members!



ATTENTION!

Deadline for the September issue of FIRST and ForMOST is August 21, 2019.
Please e-mail your announcements and reports to the Editor, Marta Strada,
LUXI7777@verizon.net, or put them in the FIRST and ForMOST drawer in the
church office. Thank you.

