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FROM YOUR PASTOR 
 

 
  

 

“If anyone teaches different doctrines and does not devote themselves to the sound 

words of our Lord Jesus Christ and to godly teaching, they are puffed up with conceit 

and understand nothing. Instead, they have a morbid craving for controversies and battle 

over every single word spoken, arguing at every turn.  They say and do things that 

produce envy, strife, abusive language, evil suspicions, and constant frictions among 

people who have lost hold of the truth.  They fool others into believing that godliness will 

always produce financial gain. Separate yourselves from such people. 
  But godliness with contentment is great gain.  For we brought nothing into the 

world, and we certainly cannot take anything with us when we leave this world!  If we 

have nothing but food and clothing and nothing else, we will be satisfied.  Our faith is 

not in the things of this world. 

Those whose primary goal in life is to get rich will fall into temptations, traps, 

addictions, and many other foolish and harmful desires.  Eventually, they will be plunged 

into complete destruction and utter ruin.  For the love of money is a root of all sorts of 

evils.  By striving only for more money, many have wandered away from the faith and 

have pierced themselves with many pains.”    (I Timothy 6:3-10) 

 This past May (2019), the Session invited Mr. Victor Imoh, the Chief Investment 

Officer for the FPCA Endowment Fund (hereafter referred to as “the Fund”) to report on 

the Fund’s progress to the FPCA Administration and Finance Commission.  Mr. Imoh, who 



 

 

Page 2                                        FIRST and ForMOST                                     June 2019 

 

works for the Edward Jones Investment Company, reported that in August of 2017, the 

FPCA Inc. Endowment Fund total balance was $29,083.69.1   

He then reported to the Session and Administration and Finance Commission that 

the current balance/value of the FPCA Endowment Fund is $50,884.93 (as of May 10, 

2019).  Upon reviewing the information that he presented and the FPCA Financial Reports, 

the elders and Administration and Finance Commission members were able to see how the 

Fund had grown 57% in value over just 21 months (September 2017 to May 2019). 

Through a combination of continuous generous contributions from FPCA members 

and Friends of the church and a 9.11% return from our investments, a nearly 60% gain in 

the value/balance of the Fund was realized.  And, FPCA has already received the first RMD 

(described more later in this article) in the amount of $1349.74 from the Fund. 

Furthermore, the FPCA Administration and Finance Commission and Session 

reaffirmed our long-term commitment to the original principles upon which the Fund was 

set up: 

A) The investments would be reviewed annually by the FPCA Session;  

B) The Fund would remain a Principal-Protected Fund (with no principal being used 

or withdrawn from the Fund and only interest/earnings being eligible for use by 

the church, if needed); 

C) By law, the Fund would be required to make a once-per-year 5% distribution 

from the earnings only Mandatory Required Minimum Distribution (RMD) 

to FPCA. 

D) That 10% of the RMD be used for Benevolences/Christian Mission, with the 

Session deciding how to use the remaining 90% of the RMD (including the 

possibility of reinvesting it in the Fund).  Our first RMD (received in December 

of 2018) was in the amount of $1349.74, of which $134.97 will be designated 

for benevolence mission support. 

 

*************** 

 

 There are some people who would reasonably ask why any church should have an 

endowment fund.  After all, didn’t Jesus warn all Christians with the following Words? 

 
 “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moths and vermin 

destroy, and where thieves break in and steal.  But store up for yourselves treasures in 

heaven, where moths and vermin do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and 

steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” 

And, didn’t the Holy Spirit inspire St. Paul to write to Timothy the following? 

                                                 
1 As reported in the FPCA August 2017 Monthly Financial Report. 
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“Those whose primary goal in life is to get rich will fall into temptations, traps, 

addictions, and many other foolish and harmful desires….For the love of money is a root 

of all sorts of evils.” 

 First of all, when St. Paul writes that “the love of money is a root of all sorts of 

evils”, he is NOT saying that money itself is evil.  In the original Greek text, it is even 

easier to see that St. Paul is not and never does condemn or declare that money is itself evil.  

And, neither does Jesus. 

 Rather, it is the love of money…the intense desire and greed for money…the 

insatiable wanting of more wealth than anyone could ever use in one lifetime…the 

worshipping of money…the idolizing of money…the replacement of our faith with 

money…that is truly evil.  Who among us has never seen a person who has replaced God 

with money and wealth?  Even the Jews who were at the base of Mt. Sinai made and 

worshipped a golden calf idol when Moses was on the mountain receiving the Ten 

Commandments! 

 And, perhaps we too have sometimes made the mistake of putting our faith in wealth, 

money, and possessions more than we were putting our faith in the One True God.  Perhaps 

we are doing that right now. 

 Secondly, it is what we do with money that makes all the difference as to whether 

what we are doing is evil or righteous.  To invest money in making sure that Christ’s 

Church will be able to serve as a Bright Light of Truth and Love in a world filled with 

Darkness long into the future is NOT evil.  To invest money in the furtherance of Christ’s 

Gospel and Good News is NOT evil.  To invest money in such a way that it will benefit the 

Church long after we die is NOT evil.  And, to generously support the church which we call 

“Our Christian Family”… “The Church Where We Belong as Members” is NOT evil. 

           However,  if   I  (or  anyone  else)  were  to  preach  and/or  teach   that 

“those  who  have  the  most  Christian   faith  will  earn  the most 

money  and  be  the  most  prosperous”,    that  would  not  only  be   a horrible distortion of 

the Gospel, but antithetical to everything for which Jesus Christ lived, died, and rose. St. 

Paul strictly warns all of us that the “Prosperity Gospel” preachers and teachings strive to 

“fool others/us into believing that godliness will always produce financial gain”.  And, 

then he commands us to “separate ourselves from such people.”  Or, as they used to say 

back where I came from, “run for the hills!” 

 FPCA has always tried to base our Annual Operating Budget on the amount of money 

that our members have pledged to tithe and give in the coming year.  In this way,we always 

strive to have a “balanced budget”, with planned expenses equaling pledged tithes and 

offerings.   

But, that is not always possible.  For the last seven (7) years, FPCA has struggled to 

produce a “balanced budget”.  Each of those years, we would review all of the accounts in 

the budget and reduce them where we believed we could save the church money.  I know that 

many very gracious members have purchased needed supplies for the church and not put in a 
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voucher to be reimbursed.  They have done so NOT to earn any favor with God or anyone at 

the church.  Rather, they have done so out of pure agape (“selfless”) love…the love of Jesus 

Christ.  There have also been a number of very generous members who have looked at the 

amount of our deficits at the end of each of the last seven years and paid off those deficits so 

that we could begin the new year without a deficit.  My, how we have been blessed! 

 Having an Endowment Fund is yet one other way to provide ongoing financial support 

for the mission and ministries of Christ’s Church.  Leaving FPCA a portion or all of your 

estate in your Last Will and Testament after you pass from this earth to heaven is just one 

important way to ensures that the principal invested in the Endowment Fund will be 

guaranteed to grow.  And, as a Principal-Protected Endowment Fund, no money will be 

withdrawn from the Principal in the Fund.  Any and all disbursements of funds will come from 

the earnings only. 

 And so, by having an FPCA Endowment Fund, FPCA is not trying to “get rich”.  What 

we are trying to do is make sure that the future of FPCA is well-funded in a sensible, 

theologically and financially sound, and welcoming way…a way that every member will feel 

proud and moved by the Holy Spirit to support. 

As always, I cannot thank you all enough for the many ways that you express generosity 

and thankfulness to God in terms of your gifts of time, talent, and treasure.  This coming 

Stewardship Season, please continue to be as supportive as     you can be as you pledge and 

give your tithes and gifts to Christ’s Church.  And, if you feel moved by the Holy Spirit and 

are able, please do not forget to support our FPCA Endowment Fund in whatever way is 

possible and pleasing to you and yours. 

Thank you so very much. 

Your Pastor and Friend, 

                      
 

PREACHING SCHEDULE FOR June 2019 
 

June 2, 2019       

      Dr. Chris Looker, Preaching                                                                

June 9, 2019       

      The Rev. Bill Jokela, Preaching 

June 16, 2019       

      Stella Lee, Preaching 

June 23, 2019       

      Dr. Chris Looker, Preaching 

June 30, 2019   “Family Worship Service”    

      Dr. Chris Looker, Preaching 



 

 

Page 5                                        FIRST and ForMOST                                     June 2019 

 

THE LAW OF FORGIVENESS 
 

Greg Anderson is a cancer survivor, whose doctors literally gave him a death 

sentence in 1984. He sums up his approach to healthy living in THE 22 (NON-

NEGOTIABLE) LAWS OF WELLNESS: Feel, Think and Live Better Than You Ever 

Thought Possible.  
Law number 19 of the 22 Laws is that of Forgiveness. Once Anderson began 

actively forgiving others, his body began to heal itself. He writes, “ . . . life can be lived 

most abundantly as an adventure in forgiveness . . . a quiet miracle.” It is the giving up of 

resentment toward another. 

“Nothing clutters a life . . . more than . . . resentment, remorse and recrimination . 

. . based on anger, guilt and hostility. . . . They block our potential. They drain our life of 

any chance for joy and peace.” 

Weak, in constant pain, literally dying, Anderson recalls that he felt driven to learn 

how others had faced and lived through a similar situation. Everyone focused on 

forgiving, saying that forgiveness was the key to life. He gradually realized that 

forgiveness was, indeed, his own problem. He constantly judged others and condemned 

them, completely bereft of charity and compassion, especially at his workplace: 

In his workplace, he perceived a new controller as a threat to his position. Three 

months later, he was diagnosed with cancer and believes there was a link between 

diagnosis and his toxic behavior. At a meeting, Anderson grew angry and threw the 

controller’s report, hitting the CEO’s coffee into the CEO’s lap! 

Within 30 days of Anderson’s diagnosis, the controller was diagnosed with 

prostate cancer. Anderson feels their toxic battle contributed to both onsets of disease. 

Several months passed, and his surgeon gave him 30 days to live. It was then that his 

journey in search of wellness began. 

One morning I . . . realized that I did have a monumental task of forgiveness ahead 

(and) . . .began the solitary work of forgiveness. I believe that this was the precise turning 

point in my illness.  

He observes that the Law of Forgiveness carries with it the idea of process; in 

essence: become aware of the one toward whom we feel hostile, release that hostility, and 

picture good happenings toward the person. We might even need to ask God to take over, 

if the process is too difficult. 

Anderson finally realized he needed to forgive the controller in person. He fearfully 

approached the controller, asked for forgiveness, and added, “I want you to know I wish 

you only the very best.” 
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The controller, “. . . struggled to sit up, and motioned me to come and sit by his side. 

‘Greg, he said, ‘I’m old enough to be your father. . . . Please forgive me. . . .Dear God, 

forgive us all.’” 

Driving home, Anderson felt a weight lifted, clouds parted, the day brightened. He 

exclaimed, “I’m free! I’m free! I’m free!” 

My doctor and scientist friends get very uncomfortable when I share these beliefs. 

But . . . we can all agree on this: life quality soars when we sincerely practice the LAW OF 

FORGIVENESS.  

  

-- Bill Jokela, Parish Associate 

 

MEET FELLOW CHRISTIANS 
JAMES HUDSON TAYLOR 

By Marta Strada 
 

                                           
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

This month let us meet James Hudson Taylor, known as a British Protestant 

Christian. He was born in 1832, and died on June 3, 1905. He spent 51 years in China as 

a missionary and founded the non-denominational China Inland Mission (CIM), now 

OMF International. CIM was responsible for bringing over 800 missionaries to China and 

beginning 125 schools. Taylor’s efforts brought 18,000 Christian conversions and 

established over 300 mission stations. 

Son of a pharmacist and Methodist lay preacher, Taylor began to read evangelistic 

pamphlets at age 17, and professed his devotion to Jesus Christ. He was baptized in 1852. 

He studied Mandarin, Greek, Hebrew, and Latin to prepare for mission work in China, 

and became a medical assistant in Kingston upon Hull. He completely trusted that God 

would provide for his needs. 

At this time, England thought China’s civil war was a mass movement toward 

Christianity. Taylor offered to be the new Chinese Evangelization Society’s first 

missionary. He sailed to Shanghai, a 6-month voyage, arriving March 1, 1854. His 18 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Protestantism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Protestantism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Missionary
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/OMF_International
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preaching tours were often poorly received, but he distributed thousands of Chinese 

Gospel tracts and portions of Scripture. 

In 1858, Taylor married Maria Jane Dyer, daughter of a missionary in Malaysia. 

Maria worked at a girls’ school. The Taylors’ daughter Grace was born in 1859. In 1860, 

Taylor and his family returned to England because of health problems. Enroute, they met 

a young Ningbo man who would help translate the New Testament into a Romanized 

Ningbo dialect. 

In 1862, Taylor completed his diploma at the Royal London Hospital with the 

Royal College of Surgeons. 

In 1865, he wrote “China’s Spiritual Need and Claims,” which generated sympathy 

for China and mission field volunteers. In 1866, Taylor published the “Occasional Paper 

of the China Inland Mission,” later “China’s Millions.” 

The Taylors had had several children after Grace, but their last baby, born in 1870, 

died, as did Maria, the mother. Taylor remarried in 1871, returning to China in 1876 with 

18 new missionaries. He and his wife travelled throughout inland China, opening mission 

stations and promoting female missionary service. By 1887, CIM had 202 missionaries, 

an increase of 102 since 1881. 

By 1900, when the Boxer Rebellion disrupted all missionary work, Taylor was semi-

retired in Switzerland, formally retiring in 1902. However, after his wife died in 1904, he 

returned to China for the eleventh time, dying there suddenly. He was buried in an English 

cemetery near the Yangtze River. 

In 1999, Hudson Taylor’s marker was re-erected in a Chinese cemetery. It read: “To 

the sacred memory of the Rev. J. Hudson Taylor, the revered founder of the China Inland 

Mission . . . , as a mark of (our) heartfelt esteem and love.” 

 

    HAPPY BIRTHDAY!    
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LET THE CHILDREN COME TO ME 
 

 
 

 Exciting events keep happening here at FPCA Christian Childcare Center! Parents 

of our CCC children already know Ms. Jennifer Stoy (or “Miss Jennie”) as a wonderful 

teacher and caregiver for their children. She shows very obvious love and compassion as 

she guides and plays with these little ones, and they return that love wholeheartedly. 

Watch her walk into any of the classrooms, and watch little faces light up, and smiles 

appear. Such is the effect of Miss Jennie on the children. 

 Now, the exciting event: on June 14, 2019, Jennifer Stoy will assume the position 

of Acting Director of the Christian Childcare Center! We are truly sorry that Ms. Merlin 

Berganza, Organizing Director of the CCC since its opening a year ago in June, has 

decided to resign her position, but understand that she has been called to another ministry 

for God. She has been training Jen Stoy to take over her duties and both are confident that 

the time is right. 

 Jennifer Stoy was born in Korea, but returned to the United States with her military 

family where they lived for several years. When she was in primary school, her family 

returned to Korea, and she was schooled in the American Department of Defense School 

system (DODS). So, she is fluent not only in English, but in Korean. 

 Jennifer had much experience in professional child care in Florida before moving 

to Virginia. When she and her parents joined FPCA by transfer in February 2018, she 

told us that her plan and dream was to have either her own preschool/childcare one day, 

or to run one. With that in mind, she has studied toward the degrees necessary, and will 

receive her associate degree in teacher education from the local community college 

(NOVA) in August 2019. Then, she will pursue a bachelor’s degree in Early Childhood 

Education, a three-year program which culminates in her having one year toward a 

master’s degree. We are very proud of her accomplishments thus far and of her 

continuing education toward this advanced degree. 
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  When asked about her plans for our Christian Childcare Center, Jennifer revealed 

that the Center is functioning extremely well, that no major changes are needed. She will 

continue using the current, and excellent, Mother Goose Christian curriculum for the 

toddlers and will strive to keep the daily schedule running smoothly. She encourages 

parents to communicate their joys, concerns, and suggestions at any time with her. 

Jennifer has demonstrated her skill with children on a daily basis since she was 

hired as a teacher months ago. Not only has she competently performed all the highly 

necessary chores associated with babies for their well-being (think bottles, runny noses, 

and diapers), but she has looked for ways to assist in every situation. She constantly 

shows herself to be “thinking outside the box,” from planning learning experiences for 

the children to managing the ever-changing teacher-child ratios. 

Everyone here is delighted to have Ms. Jennifer Stoy move from the position of 

teacher to that of Acting Director. Please know that your children will continue to receive 

the very best of care and love, just as they did under the directorship of Ms. Merlin 

Berganza. 

 

Staff Reporter 

 

THE POTTER’S HOUSE MINISTRY 
 

 The Potter’s House Ministry is open to all. Currently, we do not have a scheduled 

class because both teacher and helper are busy in other areas of our church’s ministry. 

However, if you would like to learn to throw (make) a bowl and then glaze it in some 

glorious color, please let us know. Leave a message with Stella Lee in the church office, 

or speak to Dr. Chris Looker, our teacher, or Elder Carol Gage, Class Assistant. 

 Even with no class scheduled, we try to meet every Wednesday morning from 

10:00 a.m. to noon to “play clay.” You are ever so welcome to join in, but please let us 

know in advance that you would like to join us for prayer and play, as events sometimes 

overtake us. We would not like for you to be disappointed by showing up on a 

Wednesday morning at 10:00 a.m. and finding no one ready to play in the Potter’s House. 

 Playing with clay helps us appreciate the biblical story of God’s forming 

humankind from the clay of the earth. When a bowl in the making shatters, develops a 

crack, or simply refuses to stay centered on the potter’s wheel, we understand how 

perfect is the metaphor of God forming clay into human form. 

To God be all glory! 

 

Carol Gage 
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IN MEMORIAM 
 

ANNE GETSINGER MANNING 

DONALD ALVIN JACKSON 

BETTY DeATLEY 

 

 Last month’s newsletter reported the April passing of three of our longtime and 

beloved members: Anne Getsinger Manning, Donald Alvin Jackson and  Betty DeAtley. 

This month, we memorialize them: 

 Betty DeAtley played an active role here at FPCA since its early days of meeting 

in Annandale High School. She attended worship services until her husband’s death in 

2000, when she moved to the City of Fairfax and was unable to attend regularly. 

However, she continued to come to monthly circle meetings for years. 

 According to an email from Bruce DeAtley, Betty was very close to Patty Uhler, 

who was also attending FPCA. 

 Bruce further noted that Betty was the original Bond Girl in World War II, a lively 

and vivacious young woman. 

 Betty DeAtley would have celebrated her 95th birthday in June 2019. 

 

***************** 

 Donald Jackson proudly served our country, both in World War II and in the 

Korean Conflict (a term he disliked intensely, considering it had been a war). He spent 

his early Army years supporting the FBI in Puerto Rico, where he met a multilingual 

translator, Edna “Punch” Jackson. They married and had sixty years together as a couple. 

 Don had top security clearance, his career being termed vital to national security. 

His full obituary, which details his life more fully, may be found in the Washington Post. 

 

************ 

 Anne Manning was born and reared on a farm in North Carolina. After graduating 

from a business college in Raleigh, she worked as a bookkeeper in Williamstown, N.C. In 

1943, she met and married Simon “Si” Manning. 

 Throughout her life, Anne stayed active with volunteer work, especially the Red 

Cross. Here at FPCA, she organized and participated in numerous activities. She said 

that, of all the service awards she had received, she was most proud of the Presbyterian 

Women’s and Church’s Honorary Lifetime Membership award. 

 Anne Manning’s graveside service will be held Wednesday, June 5, 2019 at 

Arlington National Cemetery, Arlington, VA. 
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************ 

Anne Getsinger Manning April 7, 2019, aged 99 

Donald Alvin Jackson  April 10, 2019, aged 91 

Betty DeAtley  April 15, 2019, aged 94 

 

Rest in Peace 

 

OF SUCH IS THE KINGDOM OF GOD 
 

 Some months it’s easy to focus on a particular threesome of small persons in the 

Christian Childcare Center; this month is such a one: 

 Two little boys have both recently become steady on their feet, having spent a 

short while doing the “one step, plop; two steps, drop” dance each baby seems to need in 

learning to walk. Now, they both toddle faster and faster, especially when they get out in 

the long hallway at going-home time. Blond and full of smiles for everyone, they like to 

run a few steps, then look back to make sure Mom is still following. They seem to have 

an invisible tether which keeps them from being TOO independent. Everything in their 

world is still cause for wonder and examination, from a new high chair to a visitor’s face. 

They’re both at the “pat-a-face” stage, and do this so gently in exploration. The two are 

often dressed alike and look so grown up, matching from head to tiny sneakered toes! 

 The third boy is a little younger than these first two. He’s still trying out his legs, 

walking alone now, but not yet racing around the room. He is a very gentle soul with an 

enormous smile, obviously pleased with his world. Just the other day, he was sitting near 

a baby who was in a bouncy chair, when that little girl began to cry. He looked at her for 

a moment, then reached to pat her, ever so gently and lovingly, on her cheek. It worked! 

 Even after so many months, nearly a year now, of playing with and observing these 

little ones, I continue to be amazed at their loving ways and cute responses. They all 

obviously get so much love, affection, and attention at home.  

 All the babies, toddlers, and older children here at our Christian Childcare Center 

are so very precious to all of us. We are daily grateful to all the parents who bring their 

little ones into this loving environment, and we appreciate their trusting us to nurture the 

children in God’s Love. 

 

Carol Gage 

Volunteer 
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
 

Welcome to Vacation Bible School at First Presbyterian Church of Annandale! 

 

 
 

WHAT: "Miraculous Mission: Jesus Saves the World" - VBS Theme 2019 

WHEN: Monday, July 15 - Thursday, July 18 (9:30 AM - 12:00 PM) 

WHERE:  First Presbyterian Church of Annandale  

(7610 Newcastle Dr. Annandale, VA 22003) 

AGES: Preschool - 6th grade 

COST: Free 

 

Save the date for Vacation Bible School!  The First Presbyterian Church of Annandale 

invites children in our neighborhood, to join our Vacation Bible School, from Monday, 

July 15 – Thursday, July 18 (9:30 AM – Noon).  Who wants to lift off for this 

intergalactic adventure with Miraculous Mission?  God’s Miraculous Mission was to 

send Jesus Christ to save us and the world.  We will explore God’s amazing plan of 

salvation through Bible lessons, crafts, and games.  Due the space issues, we limit the 

number of children, so please register as early as possible! 

The online registration is available here: http://www.fpcannandale.org/vbs/ 

If you have any questions, please email Stella Lee, Director of Family Ministries, 

at office@fpcannandale.org. 

 

 

    ATTENTION!  

Deadline for the July/August issue of FIRST and ForMOST is June 19, 2019. Please 

e-mail your announcements and reports to the Editor, Marta Strada, 

LUXI7777@verizon.com, or put them in the FIRST and ForMOST drawer in the 

church office.  Thank you! 

 

http://www.fpcannandale.org/vbs/
mailto:office@fpcannandale.org
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SESSION HIGHLIGHTS 
May 19, 2019 

 

 Dr. Chris Looker opened the stated meeting on May 9, 2019, with prayer, asking 

God to keep the Session aware that this is a time of worship and not only a business 

meeting. He asked that God give us the ability to accept change, as change is the only 

constant in our world. 

 Christian Childcare Center’s Director Merlin Berganza’s resignation was accepted, 

with the Session’s great thanks for her amazing service to Christ’s Church (FPCA) this 

past year. Elder Jennifer Stoy was hired as Acting Director. 

 Director of Family Ministries Stella Lee reported that a registration form for 

Vacation Bible School, scheduled for July 15-18, 2019, is now online. She is planning the 

second Family/Intergenerational Worship for June 30, 2019. 

 Plans were made to address the ongoing FKPCV situation, with Dr. Chris Looker 

agreeing to write an inclusive letter to FKPCV, outlining options. 

 Work on the Activities Building is being scheduled, insurance monies having been 

received in a timely manner. 

 Dr. Looker closed the meeting with prayer, asking God’s guidance as Session 

members go out into the world. 

 

THE SHEPHERD's CENTER LUNCH N' LIFE 
Thursday, June 27th, 2019, 11:30 am – 1:00 pm 

 

Join us to hear Ron Wiersma speak on "The bridge from loneliness to happiness.” 

"Spending time alone is many times helpful to collect one’s thoughts.  Being forced to be 

alone or self-imposing being alone can steal the joy out of life, leading to various 

maladies that are not supportive to our wellbeing. There are some surprising and simple 

ways to help ourselves become healthier and happier, leading to a more fruitful life.”  

 

Location:  St. Alban's Episcopal Church, 6800 Columbia Pike, Annandale, VA 22003  

Cost of Lunch: $10.00 per person.  

To Register: Call the SCAS Office at (703) 941-1419 by Mon., June 24th or send an  

email to shepherdscas@vacoxmail.com  

Mail Check to SCAS: 7610 Newcastle Drive, Annandale, VA 22003. Our lunches are 

catered, so pre-payment is required.  

Carol Gage 

Clerk of Session 

mailto:shepherdscas@vacoxmail.com


 

 

Page 14                                        FIRST and ForMOST                                   June 2019 

 

 

A BIT ABOUT A BOOK 
 

 A short, short book can make a big, big impact. So it is with William E. Barrett’s 

“The Lilies of the Field.” Not even a hundred pages, this small, thin volume captures in 

those pages a truly glorious story of the triumph of faith over reason and doubt. 

 Homer Smith, 24, recently a buck sergeant in the Army, now a civilian again, is 

traveling “out West” in his used station wagon to learn what the West is like. He has 

saved a little money, working when he runs low. Driving through desert country, he sees 

four women hard at work in a field and pulls into the nearby driveway out of curiosity. 

God has sent Smith to her, declares Mother Maria Marthe, the leader of these four 

workers: German nuns, newly from Europe, with little English. Smith, who is Baptist, 

southern, and black, is incredulous, but agrees to fix their leaky roof, a day’s work. Then 

“Old Mother,” as Smith thinks of her, reveals her plan: Smith will build them a chapel. A 

granite foundation and stone fireplace are the sole remnants of an old burned-down 

house, and Smith agrees at least to clean out the debris from what was a deep cellar. 

 Gradually, almost against his will, Smith is drawn into the lives of the nuns, 

teaching them English, buying food to supplement their meager diet, taking them to 

Sunday mass two miles away in town. In town, he meets with disbelief and even derision, 

both of which act upon him, giving him the conviction that he can, indeed, build a chapel. 

 Barrett tells the intertwined story of Smith, the nuns, and the chapel with much 

subtle humor as he produces a sense of wonder and awe in this reader. By story’s end, it 

is evident that God has been at work, from the providing of some 4,000 adobe bricks 

given by a reluctant and unbelieving set of Catholic communicants, to the final working 

together of those same people with Smith. Setbacks and advances alternate, bringing the 

story to a gloriously fulfilling close, whose ending you may have already guessed. 

 

Bookworm 

THE FPCA MEN’S BREAKFAST 
First Presbyterian Church of Annandale 

Saturday, June 1, 2019, 8:30 AM, Room 105 

Come One, Come All 

GREAT FUN AND FELLOWSHIP! 

 

BOOK CLUB 
Tuesday, June 4. 2019, 1:00 p.m., library. 

We will discuss “News of the World” by Paulette Jiles 

We welcome new members! 


