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                             Jesus said, “For God, all things are possible.”      

                          (Matthew 19: 26b) 
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The Nominating Committee for next year’s slate of church officers has begun its work and would like 
input from the congregation. We are interested in finding those individuals who are involved in the life of 
FPCA, who have exemplified commitment to Christian living, and who feel ready to accept the call to 
serve as Elders, Deacons or Committee Member. The spiritual needs of our congregation, as well as the 
practical aspects of running the church, call for many and varied talents. We are certain that there are 
those among us who will serve faithfully and effectively. We are asking for help from the congregation by 
inviting you to forward to the committee the name of any individual(s) that you believe should be 
considered. All suggestions will be handled with discretion and confidentiality. You can contact Sandy 
Mori, chairperson, at 703-876-4991 or email moris42@msn.com , or any other committee member (Jan 
Reitman, Carroll Thompson, Nadine Dingess, or Tom Martin,) or place your nominations in the 
Committee's mail drawer in the church office. 
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The Shepherd's Center of Annandale-Springfield is sponsoring a July Lunch N' Life  program. 
When:  Wednesday, July 23rd, 2008, 11:30 AM to 1:30 PM 
Where: Sleepy Hollow United Methodist Church, 3439 Sleepy Hollow Rd, Falls Church, VA  
Speaker:  Chaplain Col. Ralph G. Benson (USA, Retired). Col.  Benson will speak about his experiences 
as the Pentagon Chaplain on 9/11. 
Cost:  $7 ($6 for members) 
RSVP:  Register by mailing your check to SCAS, 7610 Newcastle Drive, Annandale, VA 22003. Mark 
the check payable to “SCAS” and include your name, address and phone number.  
For more information call (703) 941-1419 or email Shepherdscas@aol.com or www.shepherdscenter-
annandale.org 
 
 

* * * * * 
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 Due to Clerk Hugh Iwanicki’s excused absence, the Stated Session Meeting was opened with the 
election of the Clerk of Session pro tem, Barbara Matos.  Nadine Dingess led the devotion based on The 
God Hunt which was followed with prayer. 
 Invited Guests from Sleepy Hollow Pre-School (SHPS), Debbie Brown, Laura Hall, Gretchen 
Maxwell, and Kathy Philpott attended the meeting for about 1 hour.   
 The main issues that were discussed were:   
1)    The new and successful partnership between FPCA and FKPCV;   
2)  FPCA’s and FKPCV’s desire to use more designated space in our church facility for growth in 
membership, church programs, and mission;  
3)  Possible ways in which SHPS could continue to function under a new contract while using less space 
within the church facility.    
 It was noted that appointing liaisons to each other’s board meetings to listen to and address issues 
with greater expediency would be beneficial to FPCA and SHPS..   
 
 Following the departure of the SHPS representatives, the Session conducted the formal business of 
the church.   
 Reporting for the Mission Commission, Elder Nadine Dingess reported that the Cumberland, MD 
Mission trip will take place and Susi Ennis will be a member of the team, that Susan Hansen, a new 
member of FPCA, has joined the Mission Commission, and that Presbytery essentially passed all grants 
submitted.  
 Reporting for Worship Commission, Dr. Looker reported that he has received input from the 
Korean congregation and FPCA members regarding a contemporary service.  
 Reporting for Buildings & Grounds Commission. Elder Jack Smith reported that the memorial 
garden plans are being discussed and the garden will be started this year.  Bids for a sound system and 
carpeting for the sanctuary are being sought to get an idea of the costs. The spring workday was 
successful and much was accomplished. The Commission is reviewing and discussing the cleaning 
services for FPCA. 
 Reporting for the Nominating Committee, Elder Sandy Mori reported that the nominee for the 
vacant position on the Board of Deacons is Ruth Hartman, who will be ordained and installed the last 
Sunday in April. 
 
 After Seminary Intern Susi Ennis was excused, Elder Ruth Sutton reported for the Personnel 
Committee, that Dr Looker has requested Susi Ennis be placed on a paid basis beginning June 1, 2008.  
The Commission proposes that Susi Ennis work 7 hours during the week and 3 hours on Sunday, at a rate 
of $25.00 per hour paid on a monthly basis.Ms. Ennis has several educational activities to complete 
before she can seek a church.  Her work at FPCA would be good as growth occurs.  The Personnel  
Committee will put forth a motion at the May Session meeting regarding this position.  It was also 
reported that a member of the congregation has offered to fund this position for Ms. Ennis. 

 
Based on the Minutes of the Session Meeting by Barbara Matos, Clerk of Session pro tem. 
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 Due to Rev. Dr. Looker’s foot injury the Guest Moderator was Rev. Lisa Rzepka, (Pastor, John 
Calvin Presbyterian Church). The meeting was opened with Prayer by Seminary Graduate Susi Ennis. 
 The Clerk of Session, Elder Hugh Iwanicki, announced that, due to time constraints, he will have 
to resign as Clerk.  A decision to vote on a new Clerk will occur at the June meeting. 
 Seminary Graduate Susi Ennis gave the Pastor’s Report per her earlier conversation with Dr. 
Chris Looker. 

�� Update on Rev. Looker’s condition after surgery   
�� Friends of Tents of Nations on June 22nd at 7pm Palestine couple with farm on West Bank.   

Susan Ennis also announced that she will not be here on June 1st or 15th 
 Randy Meli, Moderator of the Board of Deacons, reported that Miriam Houseworth has been 
scheduling meals for the Lookers after Chris’s injury. 
 Visiting the Session Meeting, Elder Margaret Anderson reported the change in the structure of the 
Presbytery Council: final vote for this will occur on July 1st.  Currently the Presbytery Council is a 
representative group.  Margaret described how the structure will change and her concerns about these 
changes.   
 Reporting for the Christian Education Commission, Elder Marta Strada: discussed the plans for 
the Youth Sunday on June 8th.  No motions presented. 
 Reporting for the Mission Commission, Elder John Metzel presented the following: 

�� Ideas for a charity fundraiser to raise money for the victims of the Cyclone in Burma and the 
Earthquake in China.  Presbytery has given FPCA $5,000 to use for the dam in the Congo, but we 
need to match the funds.   

�� Soccer games with Annandale high School will be held on our property; we need adult chaperons 
to watch the games.  May 29th is the volunteer meeting and June 4th is the first game with the 
students.  Game times are 2:30-4:30 on Monday and Wednesday.  

Elder Nandine Dingess mentioned the Commission discussed having a Missions board in front of the 
church and if the kids were interested they could put it together..  
 Reporting for the Personnel Committee. Elder Ruth Sutton presented a motion to hire Susi Ennis 
as a paid employee effective 6/1/2008 through 12/31/2008.  She would work 10 hours per week at a salary 
of $25/hr.  In addition, Susi has been asked while Chris is convalescing from his foot injury to work 
additional hours up to a total of 15 hours a week.   Motion carried. 
 Reporting for Buildings & Grounds Commission. Elder Jack Smith said that Commission met 
with people about the sound system.  More info will be forthcoming later.   
 Reporting for the New Member/Congregational Life Commission:, Elder Hugh Iwanicki and 
Elder Sandy Mori discussed the day of Day of Prayer on May 17th. 
 Reporting for Worship Commission.  Elder Sandy Mori announced that a meeting for a 
Contemporary Worship Service will take place on June 1st at 5:30pm.   
 Reporting for the Nominating Committee. Elder Sandy Mori reported the committee is in the 
process of getting names for nominees for Elders and Deacons and will begin its work in June.. 

 Reporting for Administration and Finance Commission, Elder Judi Reitman discussed the 
summary of FPCA accounts.  The Commission had met to close FPCA safety deposit box.  

Elder Nandine Dingess proposed developing a five-year growth plan. Discussion of the plan and approach 
will begin at next month’s Session meeting.  There was initial discussion of the Session having a retreat to 
discuss this growth plan.                                            

                                          Based on the Minutes of the Session by Hugh Iwanicki, Clerk of Session. 
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To follow past tradition, the Commission decided to present Bibles to 3rd graders as well as youngsters 
who did not get them during the past couple of years, when the new school year opens in September.   
Preparations for the Cumberland Mission Trip (July 27-August 1) are under way.    
We have to get the necessary forms, and a sign up sheet is being posted at the church.  
Preparations for the Church School Year 2008/2009 are under way.  Curricula for the lower classes will 
have to be ordered;  the 11:30 AM adult class will again be the Pastor’s Class, this time alternating with a 
study of the history of hymns and discussion on eschatology.  It was also noted that Youth Sunday on 
June 8 went very well.  The young people from both FPCA and FKPCV a fine job. 
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During the meeting on June 11, the Commission discussed the following: 
* For the month of July we will be starting each Sunday morning service 10 minutes early to give the 
congregation an opportunity to choose songs and old favorites from the red hymnal that were not 
included in the blue hymnal. 
* Reservation markers for special services that require pews to be marked will be ordered. 
* During an interest meeting plans for a joint Contemporary Worship Service with FKPCV were 
discussed. The worship commission has come to the conclusion that a contemporary "style" alternative 
service may be the vision, as an age defined service could limit the attendance and participation.  The best 
choice of day and time for the service is still under consideration.  The praise team participating in the 
service will need 6 to 8 weeks preparation practice.  More interest meetings are planned. 
  

* * * * * * * * * 
 

BE STRONG AND TAKE HEART , ALL WHO HOPE IN THE LORD!   
� ����� �����  
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Balmy, Breezy, Summer Day 
Always Takes My Breath Away 
Signs abound proving HIS Grace 
 

 
   In Every Petal I See HIS Face 
   Beauty And Growth Everywhere 
   More Evidence That HE Is Really There 
                            Written by  Dana E Jackson 
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Deadline for the September issue of FIRST and ForMO ST is August 15, 2008. Please e-
mail your announcements and reports to Marta Strada , LUXI7777@aol.com, or put them 
in the FIRST and ForMOST drawer in the church offic e.  Thank you. 
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